†

The Epis le
October 2021
Not Ashamed
In many congregations, Reformation Sunday is treated as a sort of “Lutheran heritage” day, a time for
singing chorales and remembering the theological reforms of the sixteenth century that gave birth to
Lutheranism. In other parishes, a greater focus is placed on the church’s need for continual reform;
the church’s history is secondary to an emphasis on the issues and needs of the church today.
Both approaches have much to commend them.

But the true center of this day is found in the appointed readings. In Jeremiah we are reminded of a new
covenant and the promise that God will forgive, the promise written on our hearts. In Romans Paul brings
the full force of the law to bear on our lives: “since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God” (Romans 3:23). With this reality, how can we have any hope apart from divine grace? Finally, in the
gospel reading from John we are reminded that our freedom comes from Christ alone. We are neither
bound to the past nor slaves to our anxieties of the present.

Psalm 46 brings all of this together with the powerful proclamation: “God is our refuge and strength.”
The God we know in the person of Jesus is the one we can turn to in times of crisis, the one we call upon
in times of fear, the one we trust to pour out mercy and forgiveness upon us. This Jesus is our solid
foundation. In a world of chaos, confusion, and change there is a constant:
the enduring and life-giving grace of God.

On Reformation Sunday—as every Sunday—we remember that we are not
ashamed of this good news, this gospel.

www.sundaysandseasons.com

Reformation Sunday October 31st
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”

(wear red)
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Birthdays
1 – Grace Reavis
1 – Jenna Seymour
3 – Willy Salewski
4 – Russell Holle
11 – Tanner Carter
11 - Rosie Haas
12 – Cheryl Boehme
14—Luis Estrada
15 – Kyle Migl
22 – Ian Gillespie
22—Mateo DelosSantos
23 – Jeanie Herrington
24 - Mike Stephens
25 – Birdie Torberson

October 2021

26 – Nancy Simpson
27 – Garrett Reavis
29 – Jan Lorfing
30 – Susie Salo

Wedding Anniversaries

Baptismal Anniversaries
1 – Mary Schlobohm
17 – Haley Johnston
18 – Sandra McGee
19 – Beverly Tomsic
24 – Melody Rein
27—Aaron Forcier
28—Jamie Davis
28—Skyler Davis
29 – Corbin Haro

5 - Boo Boo & Deana Fojt
10—Aaron and Samantha Forcier
10 – David & Jada Hylton
10 – Stan & Sherry White
14—Adrianna & Bill Stevens

In Sympathy
Glenroy Harewood
Sept. 22, 1936—Sept. 10, 2021
There is a wonderful write-up about
Glenroy on the community bulletin
board in the Fellowship Hall

Thank You
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Thank you to Ian Gillespie, Hoya Ash, and Kurt Migl
for the lawn maintenance
To Hoya Ash for replacing the lawnmower belt
To Rosie Haas for keeping our flower beds looking
great
To Luis Estrada and Stan White for taking the trash
to the curb and back again
Beehive Florist for the fresh floral arrangements for
worship.
To Ben Vircant for volunteering in the church office
To all who gave hurricane relief donations to
Ponchatoula, LA for our God’s Work, Our Hands
Project
To Kim Holle and Jada Hylton for decorating the
bulletin board in the Narthex

Baytown PD loading Hurricane Relief donations to be taken to
Ponchatoula, LA

WAYS TO WORSHIP

...honor those leaders who work so
hard for you….
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

Sunday Worship is available in a couple of ways:
In Person worship with Holy Communion in the Sanctuary at 10:30am or you
can stay at home and watch the service streamed live on St. Paul's Facebook
page.
A recording of the streamed service will also be available on our website and
on YouTube.
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1st Sunday Zoomers!
High Schoolers connect virtually beginning
Sunday October 3rd, 12:30pm.
There will be a devotional with Bible passage ,
check in, prayer time, highs and lows, happenings,
and a monthly challenge. Contact the church office
with contact info for your high schooler to
participate. Facilitators: Jada Hylton & Pastor Nancy.

Adult Sunday School
Meet in the Music Library at 9:30am Sunday
mornings. Classes led by Joyce Crizer.
Sunday School lessons are also available for Adults
and children on our website.

Children’s Sunday School
Elementary Sunday school does not currently have a
teacher but we do have curriculum available for you
to work on at home with your child. Please see Becky
Linsenbardt or Donna Reavis to get a lesson for your
child.

The Handbell Choir needs more
ringers! We are working on Christmas
music. NO experience necessary.
Rehearsals are every Sunday at 9am.

80+ Birthday Blessing
Sunday, October 10th
Ken Peting
Myrtle Viereck
Colleen Peting
Doris Rein
Betty Ganske
Kathryn Wright
Jake Fojt
Floyd Eickenhorst
Dorothy Johnston
Ruth Blue
James McGee
Anna Maria Chauviere
Linda Hendricks
Rosie Haas
Our honorees (those who have or will be turning 80
this year) will receive a blessing during the worship
service. Please meet in the Fellowship Hall after
worship for individually packaged cupcakes and
water for everyone to enjoy.

Prayer for Pets
Sunday, October 24th

Wednesday’s at 10:30am
Exploring the “Treasures of the Bible”
with Pastor Nancy. All are welcome to attend.
Please meet in the Fellowship Hall.

There will be a special prayer in the service.
Email or drop off a photo of your pet to the church
office along with the pet’s name. The photo of your
pet/pets will be displayed in the Fellowship Hall.
Do Not bring your pet to the church. You are
welcome to bring a donation of pet food for the
local Pet Pantry.
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TLU Ranked No. 1 Best Value on U.S. News & World Report’s 2022
“Best Colleges” List
by Ashlie Ford
Texas Lutheran University (TLU) is an official U.S. News & World Report “Best Colleges” selection among regional colleges
in the West, ranking first on the list for “Best Value,” and fifth overall. This is the seventh consecutive year TLU has been
featured on the “Best Value” rankings, once again returning to the No. 1 spot. Other notable recognitions include TLU’s acknowledgment as a top 20 regional college for Social Mobility—the third year the university has appeared in this category.
“External recognitions of this nature speak to TLU’s many strengths,” TLU President Dr. Debbie Cottrell said. “Recognition in
the categories of Best Value and Social Mobility certainly connect to the mission and values of our university.”
Rankings are based on data collected from several categories, including academic reputation, admissions selectivity, faculty
resources, retention, graduation rates and alumni support. U.S. News & World Report then ranks colleges and universities
based upon region and classification. Regional schools focus almost entirely on the undergraduate experience and offer a
broad range of programs in the liberal arts and in fields such as business, nursing, and education.
TLU earns the No. 1 spot in the West for “Best Value” based on its high overall ranking combined with modest net cost of
attendance for a student who receives the average level of need-based financial aid. According to U.S. News & World Report,
these are schools that are above average academically and cost considerably less than many other schools when the financial
aid they award, in the form of need-based grants and scholarships, is considered. Only schools ranked in or near the top half
of their categories are included, because the publication considers the most significant values to be among colleges that are
above average academically.
Social mobility measures how well schools graduated students who received federal Pell Grants (those typically coming from
households whose family incomes are less than $50,000 annually, though most Pell Grant money goes to students with a total
family income below $20,000).

September Memorials & Honorariums
In Memory of:
Nancy Porter

Given By:
Becky Linsenbardt
Jake & Helen Fojt
Lila Friederich

Designation:
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund

Edna Brong

James & Sandra McGee
Becky Linsenbardt
Hoya & Angie Ash
Lila Friederich
Edna Brong Estate

Capital Improvements
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund

Pat Swanson

Hoya & Angie Ash
Rosie Haas
Lila Friederich
Patrick & Gail Davis

General Fund
Capital Improvements
General Fund
East Wing Repair Fund

Glenroy Harewood

Clarke & Joyce Crizer
James & Sandra McGee
Birdie Torberson
David & Lorrie Andrews

Food Pantry Repair Fund
General Fund
East Wing Repair Fund
East Wing Repair Fund

Carol & Fred Seymour

Darren & Natalie Seymour

East Wing Repair Fund/General Fund
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Golden Group Luncheon
Gringo’s Mexican Kitchen
2631 Underwood Rd, La Porte
Tuesday, October 19th, 11:30am
Please contact Lorrie by text or email to reserve your
spot. landrews1124@gmail.com
281-382-9770
There is also a signup sheet in the Narthex.
BUS TRIPS!! SAVE THE DATES
Wednesday, Nov. 17th. Pre-Christmas Shopping at
Tanger Outlet Mall, Texas City. Lunch at Tookie’s
Seafood. The lunch will be the November Golden
Group Luncheon.
Wednesday, December 1st. Orange, Texas.
Shangri La Botanical Gardens. Lunch TBA.

As of September 26th we have raised $30,751
toward our goal of $70,000. Thank you for your
donations. We appreciate you!
Our Food Pantry provides food for approximately
125 families every Thursday, 9-11am.
We are also registered with the United Way 211
emergency resource network and provide food
during the week for families in crisis.
We are making a huge impact in our
community. Helping thousands of
families in need. We are asking for
your financial donations for our Food
Pantry Wing remodel.

July 24-28, 2022

ELCA National Youth Gathering
Minneapolis, MN
Youth who are in 8th to 12th grade at the time of
registration (Fall 2021) are eligible to attend.
Early bird registration opened September 22nd and
closes November 21, 2021. Registration is $350.
St. Paul's youth fund is covering $150 of the
registration cost, and the entire amount for the
plane trip and hotel. Parents are responsible for
paying $200 towards registration by November 21st,
refundable after your child returns from the
gathering. Please have a conversation with your
child about attending the gathering. Let Donna
Reavis know as soon as possible so we can get in on
the early bird registration price.

About the Gathering
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and
their adult leaders from across the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America gather for a week of
faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering.
Through days spent in interactive learning, worship,
Bible study, service and fellowship, young people
grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to live
their faith in their daily lives.

30,751

Let’s fill the glass to the brim! You can give
money via check, cash, or through Tithely.

2018 National Youth Gathering, Detroit
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Greetings in Christ!
We trust you are doing well and staying healthy in these challenging
times. Last year, our lives changed drastically—how and where we
could work, eat, gather, serve and worship.
Buildings closed, but clergy and parishioners at St. Paul’s stepped
forward to assure our ministry continued.
Whether we gathered for worship inside our building, in our parking
lot, or online, we continued to be the body of Christ through our
ministries, our witness, and our care for one another. We did not
know what was ahead of us, but we have remained confident in the
assurance of God’s abiding and steadfast love.
We would like to take a minute to let you know where we are
financially:

Matching Funds Challenge!
Any donation up to $25,000 for the Food
Pantry (East Wing) Remodel and/or St. Paul’s
General Fund will be matched by an
anonymous donor beginning
Sunday September 26—Sunday October 31st.

We need $21,364 a month in general offerings to meet our budget.
We are averaging $18,483 a month in general offerings.
Nearly all members of St. Paul’s make an annual financial pledge.
Some members tithe, committing ten percent of their income to the
work and missions of our church. Others give proportionally by
committing a certain percentage. Still, others give as they are able.
What is most important is that everyone supports in the form of a
financial pledge. We ask that you prayerfully consider how you may
help during this time of need. Because of your generous and faithful
gifts, our church can keep doing what love requires of us by
nurturing life-giving, joyful ministries both inside and outside our
parish walls.
Yours in Christ.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Council

Thank you!

TITHELY ONLINE GIVING
Mobile Giving: Scan the QR Code to the right
with your smartphone’s camera or go to your App
Store and install the official ELCA app “ELCA
giving tool by tithe.ly”
Online Giving: Go to St. Paul’s
website:
www.stpaulsbaytown.org
Questions/Concerns:
contact Kim Holle
kholle@pfenniglaw.com

WHERE WE ARE FINANCIALLY –
• We need $21,364 a month in general offerings to meet our budget.
• We are averaging $18,483 a month in general offerings.
• Therefore, we are not meeting our budget by $2,881 a month.
Our property insurance has increased this year from $2,250 a month to $3,513.
We budgeted $27,000 for property insurance. When the policy was up for renewal with Church Mutual, we
received a notice with increase for over $33,000 at which time the council decided to look for another carrier.
All companies that we looked at had an average of $15,000 or more increase to what we had budgeted for the
year. The final decision was to go with State Farm with a $15,416 increase to our $27,000 that was budgeted.
Increasing our total budget from $241,216 to $256,362. Thank you for your continued giving to help support the
ministry of St. Paul’s.
Kim Holle, Treasurer
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Baytown, TX
Council Meeting
September 9, 2021

Members Present: Donna Reavis, Sandra McGee, Kim Holle, Angie Ash, Becky Linsenbardt, Kurt Migl, John Schlobohm, Rosie Haas
Members Absent: Susan Clanton, Natalie Seymour, Pastor Nancy, Birdie Torberson
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Donna Reavis at 6:30 PM. John Schlobohm led the group in the opening prayer.
AUGUST 12 MEETING MINUTES
Kim Holle MOVED, Rosie Haas seconded, to approve the August 12 Council Minutes. Motion carried.
PASTOR’S REPORT
• First Sunday Zoomer attendees were Emilia Landry, Lauren Perry, and Logan and Jackson Crizer.
• Cori Stephens and Gavin Parker received first communion on August 15.
• Memorial service for Pat Swanson will be held at St. Paul’s September 11 at 11:00 AM.
• Memorial service for Nancy Porter to be announced.
• God’s Work Our Hands” – supplies are being collected at St. Paul’s for Hurricane Ida recovery in Louisiana through Tuesday,
September 7. A representative from Baytown PD will pick them up and transport them to Louisiana.
• Attended clergy spiritual health class at Krist Samaritan Center August 16.
TREASURERS REPORT
• Kim Holle presented the Treasurers Report for August. She reported that expenses exceeded income in the amount of $2,361.00 for
the month of August. John Schlobohm MOVED, Sandra McGee seconded to approve the report as presented. Motion
carried.
Kim reported:

WHERE WE ARE FINANCIALLY:

St. Paul’s needs $21,364 each month in general offerings to meet our budget.
We are averaging $18,483 each month in general offerings.
Therefore, we are NOT meeting our budget by $2,881 each month.

Please make your offerings to the church even when you are unable to attend in person.
The costs to run the church continue during those times also.
OLD BUSINESS
• Temple Talks – no information
• YMCA Waiting to hear from “Y” reps.
• Food Pantry Repairs – no new information.

Monthly Committee Meetings
Education/Youth & Family – Sunday 10/10 at 11:45am

NEW BUSINESS
Worship & Music- Sunday 10/17 at 11:45am
Yellow Book Review
• Members who are 80 years of age and older will be
Property Committee– contact Ian Gillespie or Kurt Migl
recognized October 10.
Inreach/Outreach- Sunday 10/24 at 11:45am
• German dinner cancelled.
• Santa with kids cancelled.
Inreach/Outreach Committee – no recent meeting
Youth and Family Committee – Meeting planned for September 12.
Property Committee
• Remodeling of East wing – waiting on funding.
• Chatham has begun repairs on South porch water/termite damage based on $15,634 proposal.
• Chatham construction is 100% complete on parlor repairs. Miscellaneous expense receipts will be submitted to insurance
claim.
• Scored a 95% on the health department inspection. Jada is working on health department manager credentials.
Worship and Music Committee- no recent meeting.
Donna led the group in The Lord’s Prayer, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Angie Ash, Secretary
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ELCA
A congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

712 Schilling Avenue
Baytown, TX 77520
Office (281)422-9333
stpaulssecretary@comcast.net
www.stpaulsbaytown.org
STAFF:
Rev. Nancy Simpson, Pastor
Rick Falconi, Director of Music Ministries
Jada Hylton, Director of Office Ministries

Some of our Food Pantry volunteers working together to feed our community.
Look at those happy faces! We appreciate all of our volunteers and all who donate either food or
money to this important ministry.

