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As an enthusiastic antique rose grower, I’ve found the personality and quality of each rose contributes to the
overall beauty and mystery of the garden. I appreciate God’s goodness in the garden throughout the change of

seasons. The roses will thrive through all types of weather if they are encouraged to be who they are. Climbers
are meant to reach, climb, and grab. Put them near a fence and they will attach themselves to it and bloom like
happy campers. Other roses have an exquisite perfume to offer you, but they aren’t meant for climbing. There
are the high energy bloomers that pop out with eye-catching blooms that wow you and roses that display their
beauty in subtle color and mannerly, dignified form. It reminds me of all the people in the congregation with our
own unique gifts and personalities that contribute to the building up of the church. We give and receive
encouragement for all the good that God is doing here at St. Paul’s.
It is to the praise of our Lord Jesus Christ that we are brought together in our common humanity and in our
uniqueness for worship and service in His name. The church in its wondrous mystery has the seed of God in it
which grows and blossoms as we develop deep roots in God’s Word and in the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy
Communion. Just like the roses who need nutrition to develop strong roots, we need spiritual nutrition to stay
strong in the Lord. The practice of prayer makes us mindful that we need God’s love in Christ Jesus, and we
need the encouragement of each other as fellow Christians in the body of Christ. We are best being ourselves,
living in the way of Christ, as God has designed each of us in the kingdom of God. Treasure who you are as
beloved children of God and encourage one
another in the faith as we read in
1 Thessalonians 5:11:
“So give encouragement to each other

and keep strengthening one another,
as you do already.”
Grow in grace,

Pastor Nancy Simpson
Pastor Nancy sitting with beautiful Marie Pavie
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Birthdays

Baptismal Anniversaries

WAYS TO WORSHIP

4—Sylvia Perry
10—Robert Barth
11—Cori Stephens
17—Michelle Barnes
18—Steve Burns
18—Beverly Tomsic
20—Mary Beth Hanson
20—Jeff Mahan
21—Blake Simons
22—Floyd Eickenhorst
24—Ed Bakemeier
25—Pasty Hilton
29—Clarke Crizer
29—Brian Viereck
30—Allie Stephens

1—Patsy Hilton
3—Myrtle Viereck
4—Michelle Fredricks
6—Chad Davis
7—Elaine Eschberger
8—Jeff Ganske
9—Bryce Barnes
9—Jacy Barnes
10—Kazin Ramoudit
16—Doris Rein
24—Jada Hylton
27—Caroline Rein
29—Erin Viereck

Sunday Worship is available in a
couple of ways:
In Person worship with Holy
Communion in the Sanctuary at
10:30am or you can stay at home
and watch the service streamed live
on St. Paul's Facebook page.
A recording of the streamed service
will also be available our website
and on YouTube.

In Sympathy
Patricia “Pat” Loudy
10/12/1952—04/16/2021

Church Offices Closed
Monday, May 31st
Faithful God, may we too be Spirit-led
and carry the hope of Jesus wherever
we go. Amen.

Adult Sunday School
In Person Classes begin at 9:30am Sunday mornings
in the Music Library. Classes led by Joyce Crizer.
Sunday School lessons are also available for Adults
and children on our website.

HELP GUIDE YOUR GIVING
Through Thrivent Choice, you can contribute to St. Paul’s
– and influence how Thrivent distributes some of its
charitable funding. Choice dollars must be directed yearly.
•

•

By directing Choice Dollars, eligible clients with
membership recommend where Thrivent
distributes a portion of its charitable funding.
Clients become eligible to direct Choice Dollars based
on their insurance premiums and contract values.

Direct Choice Dollars
Check your eligibility

Scarlett Blake Rein
Baptized: April 25, 2021
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May 21-22, 2021
Digital Synod Assembly!

Saturday May 1st, 5:30am-8:30pm
Cover the City is a community wide prayer walk
around the city limits of Baytown, Texas.
The mission of Cover the City is to:
• See the churches and Christians of Baytown
unite in this day of prayer for our city
• Bring meaningful change to our community
through the power of prayer
• Create a visible and tangible witness to the
power of prayer

2020 was a year of unimaginable challenges:
a pandemic, political divide, unprecedented natural
and man-made disasters, social justice movements,
working, learning, and worshiping from home,
pivoting on a moment’s notice, grief and loss
abounding. Pastor Nancy is representing St. Paul’s
as the Assembly examines the Unimaginable all
around us, reflecting on the year past and forging
a new way forward.
To God—whose power now at work in us can do
immeasurably more than we ask or imagine—to
God be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus
through all generations, world without end! Amen!

If you would like to participate please register at:
Coverthecity.org

Golden Group Luncheon

NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY

Longhorn Steakhouse
6201 East Sam Houston Parkway N
Tuesday, May 18th 11:30am

It is time for a new directory. There is a working
copy of the new directory on tables in the Narthex.
Please find your name and check all the information
listed. Make all changes necessary.

Please contact Lorrie by text or email to
reserve your spot. landrews1124@gmail.com
281-382-9770
There is also a
signup sheet
in the Narthex.

If the information is all correct please put an “ok” by
your name. If you would like an updated picture for
the directory please see Jada Hylton before or after
church to get your picture taken. You may also
email a picture to stpaulssecretary@comcast.net

God, thank you for choosing me through baptism to be your disciple. Amen.
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Let’s Do It Again
Church Picnic in the Courtyard
Sunday, May 30th
Immediately after worship we will gather in the
courtyard for a picnic. Please bring your own food
and drinks, chairs, and blanket. We will sit outside
in the courtyard
spaced apart and eat
and socialize.
A great way to
fellowship safely!!
Pray for sunny
weather!

Pentecost Sunday May 23rd
We celebrate the Spirit of the risen
Christ in our midst. Jesus Christ
has not gone away
but is here with us.
Wear red!

Ronald McDonald
House Pull Tabs
We are still collecting
pull-tabs for the Ronald
McDonald House. Please
bring them to church on Sunday morning
and give them to one of the Ushers.

Retirement Milestone
Sunday June 27th
Please contact the church office if you retired last

Mother's Day
Sunday May 9th– There will be a blessing during
the worship service. A vase full of roses will also
be located in the Narthex. All women are invited to
take one.

God Created Mothers
by Holly Giffers

When God created Mothers,
all lovely as can be,
He made one extra special,
and saved her just for me!

year or will be retiring this year. We would like to
celebrate this very import ant milestone in your life.

Hurricane Preparedness
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration NOAA is considering moving the
Atlantic hurricane season start day from June 1 up to
May 15, according to a statement from the National
Hurricane Center.
Let’s be prepared! Go to our
website and click on the tab
“72 Hour Lutheran (Hurricane
Preparedness)” to see a list of
supplies that you will need in
case of a hurricane.

Spirit of truth, thank you for being our guide to God’s truths for this world. Amen.
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GRADUATION SUNDAY May 23rd
The graduates will have tables set up in the Narthex where the congregation is invited to place cards of
congratulations and well wishes. There will not be a reception following the worship service
due to Covid-19 safety.

Morgan Perry
College: Texas A&M University/Degree in Biology
Parents: Kenitha Lewis, Reagan Perry, Sylvia Perry, and Paul Lewis
Accomplishments: Graduated Cum Laude
Plans after graduation: I will be taking a year to build my application and apply to
medical school while hopefully also working in the mean time.
Plans for future: Next year I plan to go to medical school with hopes of becoming a
plastic surgeon.

Megan Hess
College: University of Houston Clearlake/Bachlor’s degree in Behavioral Science’s
with minor in Health Promotions
Parents: Darryl and Karen Hess
Special Interests/clubs/Accomplishments: Graduation is an accomplishment to me
since I am 41 years old.
Plans after graduation: Get married and find a job to help all types of diabetics.
Plans for the Future: Advance my career and educate young and old on how to take
better care of their diabetes.

Logan Hylton
College: University of St. Thomas/Bachelor’s degree in Biology
Parents / Grandparents: Jada & Dave Hylton/Jean Hylton/Alexis Wasson
Special Interests, clubs or accomplishments: Dean’s List Recipient 4 Years, Tri-Beta
National Biology Honors Society, Varsity Member of the UST E-Sports Team
Plans after graduation: Graduate school to pursue a Master’s of Science in Genetic
Counseling
Plans for the future: Continue volunteering with differently-abled communities while
using my education to advocate for systemic change and the erasure of
discrimination in health care.

The Epistle

May 2021

April Memorials & Honorariums
In Memory of:

Given By:

Designation:

Rip Clanton

Tracey Perales
Matthew & Robin Soileau
David & Lorrie Andrews
Jennifer Marcontell
Jon & Glena Pfennig
Tena Burgess
Bob & Carol Pickering
Alexis Wasson
Texas Capital Management

General Fund
Food Pantry
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund

Bob Steffler

Dennis Smith
Nelcine Smith
Sonja & Davy Carter
Jon & Glena Pfennig
Hoya & Angie Ash

General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund

Cindy Eschberger

Hoya & Angie Ash
David & Lorrie Andrews

General Fund
East Wing Repairs

Pat Loudy

James & Sandra McGee
Hoya & Angie Ash

General Fund
General Fund

Church Council 2021

TITHELY ONLINE GIVING

Donna Reavis:
John Schlobohm:
Kim Holle:
Angie Ash:

Mobile Giving: Scan the QR Code to
the right with your smartphone’s
camera or go to your App Store and
install the official ELCA app “ELCA
giving tool by tithe.ly”
Online Giving: Go to St. Paul’s
website: www.stpaulsbaytown.org Click on the
“Give” link to create an account. Now you can give
from any tablet or computer.
Questions/Concerns: contact Kim Holle

Members at Large
Susan Clanton
Rosie Haas
Becky Linsenbardt
Kurt Migl
Natalie Seymour
Birdie Torberson
Stan White
Sandra McGee

President
Vice President/In-Outreach
Treasurer
Secretary
Worship & Music
Property Comm. Liaison
Education/Youth & Family

Prayer Shawl and Hospital Blanket Blessing
Sunday, May 30th
If you know of someone in need of a prayer shawl please come to the church office.

Interwoven Trinity, thank you for drawing me into your dance of love and light. Amen.
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Please continue to make your offerings to the church.
Even though you may not be able to attend in person, the costs to run the church continue.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Baytown, TX
Council Meeting , April 8, 2021

Members Present: Donna Reavis, Pastor Nancy Simpson, Rosie Haas, John Schlobohm, Angie Ash, Sandra McGee, Susan Clanton,
Becky Linsenbardt, Birdie Torberson, Stan White Members Absent: Kim Holle, Kurt Migl, Natalie Seymour
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Donna Reavis 6:30 PM. Pastor Nancy led the group in the opening prayer and devotion.
MARCH 11 MEETING MINUTES
Stan White MOVED, Birdie Torberson seconded, to approve the Minutes of the March 11, 2021, Council Meeting. Motion carried.
PASTOR’S REPORT
• Dorothy Johnston is requesting that a member of St. Paul’s volunteer to serve as a member of the Church Women United Board of
Directors. This would include any male who would like to serve on the board.
• Birdie Torberson MOVED, John Schlobohm seconded, that the congregation begin singing an opening hymn and a closing hymn
during church services. Motion carried. We will also begin using the liturgy. Hymnals and Bibles will remain out of the sanctuary
for now.
• The Property Committee will look into having the carpet cleaned in the sanctuary.
• Resumed making hospital and home visits.
• Presided at Celebration of Life for Rip Clanton on March 26.
• Attended Bob Steffler’s memorial service by ZOOM. Interment in Baytown to be scheduled.
• Memorial service for Cindy Eschberger scheduled for Wednesday, April 14 at St. Paul’s.
• Upcoming baptisms: Scarlett Rein, April 25 in worship service.
• First communion group needs to complete studies.
• Registered to attend virtually the synod assembly on May 21 and May 22.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Kim Holle was unable to attend the meeting, and will forward the Treasurer’s report to council in the coming week.
OLD BUSINESS
• Stewardship Committee
• Temple Talks We are in need of a Stewardship Committee. lf anyone would like
to serve on a steward-ship committee, please contact Pastor Nancy or Donna
Reavis. We will begin having Temple Talks to encourage members regarding
time, talent, and resources. Sandra McGee will present the first on April 18
during the worship service
• YMCA The YMCA has indicated an interest in again having a summer program
at St. Paul’s. Pastor and YMCA reps will meet to discuss the program.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
• Property
 No new information on the Tegna grant.
 Waiting on repair estimates.
• Worship and Music
• Inreach/Outreach
 Red Cross has Hurricane Preparedness flyers if we would like to distribute them. Smoke Alarms and carbon monoxide monitors are also available.
 Golden Group is beginning their luncheons with the first scheduled for
April 20 at 11:30 at Luna’s Mexican Restaurant.
• Youth and Family/Education
1. Flea Market made $1,522.50 which was deposited in St. Paul’s general
fund.
2. Graduation Sunday Graduates will be recognized.
YELLOW BOOK REVIEW (Congregation Handbook)
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Angie Ash, Secretary

Jada and Jesus created a TEFAP Board of
information for our Food Pantry clients.
(The Emergency Food Assistance Program)

Drive Thru Food Pantry

Open every Thursday from 9-11am
while supplies last.
Volunteers are welcome to help with this
important ministry.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ELCA
712 Schilling Avenue, Baytown, TX 77520
Tel (281)422-9333
stpaulssecretary@comcast.net
www.stpaulsbaytown.org
STAFF:
Rev. Nancy Simpson, Pastor
Rick Falconi, Director of Music Ministries
Jada Hylton, Director of Office Ministries

Celebrating Ken Peting’s 94th Birthday

Thank you to all who participated in the parade and those who ate cake with him at McDonalds. And thank you to
the city of Mont Belvieu and friend Cindy Gonzales for organizing these events.

Golden Group Luncheon at Luna’s Mexican Restaurnat They had a great time. 27 people attended!

