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Faith practices for the season
I’m no stranger to taking on or giving up something for Lent. One year I attempted to write a letter every day.
Another year I stopped listening to music and podcasts during walks. Last year I began writing a poem a day
during Lent, but I made it only four days.
There is one practice that, regardless of the season, my children and I take part in daily—reading. One of our
favorites is We’re Going on a Bear Hunt (Margaret K. McElderry Books, 1989). I love sitting on the couch with the
kids pressed into my sides, their heads on my shoulders, and the book’s words falling over us:
“Oh no! Grass! Tall wavy grass.
We can’t go over it.
We can’t go under it.”
The children join me with loud voices: “We have to go through it!”
I wonder if this might be a motto for Lent, a season of reflection when God invites us to wander with Jesus in the
desert, journey into the unknown and learn to trust that when we suffer, we’re not alone. Lent: “We have to go
through it.”
This Lent, I’m not planning anything grand for myself. I have no intention of taking on a new discipline or denying
myself a certain food or activity. In this past year of pandemic living, I’ve learned to take life day by day, navigating
anxiety about the future and celebrating joy found in the present.
Since COVID-19 took hold, there’s been no shortage of circumstances or big feelings that might cause us to turn
away from others and God. Yet, Lent, the season of lengthening days, can hold our doubts of resurrection’s
promise and pull us to the empty tomb where we are met by Christ.
Lent teaches us to hold postures of hope in the face of despair. Lent, I believe, calls to us to keep moving
forward and saying together, We have to go through it. When we reach the final days of Lent, we are met
not by what we’ve done or accomplished but rather by the work God has done on the cross. Lent shows us
through the cross that death doesn’t have the final word.
This Lenten season, I invite you to feel all your feelings,
dig into the story of Jesus’ life and death, and find small,
meaningful ways to honor the season.
Most importantly, give yourself grace. Lent is not about
achieving or doing but about resting in the God who calls
us and walks with us through life, death and beyond.
Wherever you find yourself this Lent, know you’re not
alone. We’ll go through it together.
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Birthdays

Baptismal Anniversaries

Wedding Anniversaries

3 - David Andrews
4—Samantha Forcier
11 - Becky Linsenbardt
12 - Christine Johnston
11—Charissa Moffett
12—Kyla Johnston
12 - Andrew Rouyer
13 - Kent Rein
18 - Rená Chavers
21 - Jon Pfennig
23 - Natalie Seymour
25—Jeff Ganske
27 - Taylor Christopherson
29 - David Hylton
30—Joyce Crizer
31 - Emily Lowry

1 - Helen Fojt
1 - Rileigh Lowry
1 - Jace Seymour
1 - Bob Steffler
3 - Angie Ash
3—Cathleen Dunn
3—Kirsten Ellis
14—Addison Forcier
24 - Logan Hylton
25 - Jake Lorfing
25 - Carolyn Smith
26 - Don Eschberger
29 - Rip Clanton
29 - Becky Linsenbardt
30- Jennifer Carter
31- Amy Andrews

10 - Kevin & Michelle Johnston
17 - Arlen & Kim Holle
24 - Rip & Susan Clanton
Thank You’s
• To Kurt Migl, Ian Gillespie, and
Genaro Barragán for all of their
hard work repairing the leaks in
the kitchen
• To Ben Vircant for volunteering
in the office
Daylight Saving
Time Begins
Sunday March 14th

WAYS TO WORSHIP
Sunday Worship is available in a couple of ways:
You can come to church and worship (with Holy Communion*) in the Sanctuary at 10:30am or you can stay at
home and watch the service streamed live on St. Paul's Facebook page. A recording of the streamed service will
also be available our website and on YouTube. Sunday School lessons for Adults and children are available on
St. Paul’s website, www.stpaulsbaytown.org.
*HOLY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

in the Sanctuary. The Communion elements (bread and wine) are prepackaged and inside a zip lock bag. They
will be available outside the main church entrance doors to pick up on the way into worship. Communion takes
place in the pews.

Prayer Shawl and
Hospital Blanket Blessing
50+ Wedding Anniversary
Blessing
rescheduled for
Sunday March 7th

Sunday, March 28th
If you know of someone in need of a prayer
shawl please come to the church office.
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Midweek Lenten Pre-recorded Service
Acting Out Matthew’s Message, A Lenten drama series
Will be available on our Website & Facebook page Posted Wednesday’s at 10am
March 3—March 24th

Palm Sunday March 28th
Worship begins at 10:30am. We will wave our palm fronds in our pews, in the Sanctuary.
We will not meet at the Bell Tower. Picnic in the courtyard immediately following the service.

Maundy Thursday April 1st
The service begins at 7:00 p.m. which will include the stripping of the Altar.

Good Friday April 2nd
The service begins at 7:00 p.m. with an ancient Christian order of worship called Tenebrae (meaning “shadows”),
which dates from around 700 A.D. The Tenebrae service moves from light into darkness, symbolizing the last
moments in Jesus’ suffering and death.

Easter Sunday Services April 4th
There will be two Easter Services in the Sanctuary: 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
You must call or email the church office to reserve a seat(s) for one of the services as soon as possible.
We greatly appreciate your promptness.
Bring fresh flowers to put on the flower cross.

First Communion Classes
Bell Choir Rehearsals
Begin Sunday, March 7th at 9:30 a.m.
in the Sanctuary. Absolutely no
musical experience required.
Come join the fun!!

Friday’s March 12th, 19th, and 26th at 5pm
for youth (5th graders and older) and adults who
have not had First Communion
instruction. Classes will be held in the
Parlor with pastor Nancy.
Participants will receive their First
Communion on Easter Sunday.

During our Lenten journey, pray that God will help us reflect on aspects of our life and faith
that we find difficult to examine and confess.
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6th Annual Community

The open air parking lot* is available to anyone who would like to sell garage sale
items, craft items, etc. Purchase your parking lot spot now for

$25

Spots (17 x 17) are sold on a first come, first served basis. If you want to donate
items but do not wish to purchase a spot, we will accept donations that you can bring
to the church the morning of the sale. All proceeds will be given to the general fund.
Contact Donna Reavis (reavis5@hotmail.com) for more information or to purchase
your space. You may also come by the office and pay for your spot.
*Open air vendors assume responsibility that they will come into contact with people
and exchange money.

Give thanks that we can trust completely God’s promises, love and forgiveness, especially when we feel unlovable,
unfaithful or uncertain.
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Church Picnic
in the Courtyard
Sunday, March 28th
(Palm Sunday)
Immediately after worship we will
gather in the courtyard for a picnic.
Please bring your own food and drinks,
chairs, and blanket. We will sit outside
in the courtyard
spaced apart and eat
and socialize.
A great way to
fellowship
safely!!

Allie Stephens and Brooks Bruner
received their 2nd Grade Bibles
2-28-21

February Memorials & Honorariums
In Memory of:

Given By:

Designation:

Michael Pate

Ken & Colleen Peting
Rip & Susan Clanton

General Fund
General Fund

Shirley Bapst (mother of Lorrie Andrews)

Hoya & Angie Ash
Chris Torberson

General Fund
East Wing Repair Fund

Volney Robert Hylton Jr. (father of David Hylton) Rip & Susan Clanton
James & Sandra McGee
Hoya & Angie Ash

East Wing Repair Fund
General Fund
General Fund

Gail Salewski

Ken & Colleen Peting

General Fund

Shirley Jane Sonnier (sister of Julius Charles)

Hoya & Angie Ash

General Fund

Give thanks to God that “we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses” who support and encourage our
faith and accompany us in our baptismal journey of service and witness.
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Now is the time to make a
difference. Give Generously.
Invest in your family, nurture new friendships and revel
in God’s creation.

Lutherhill has been impacted in unimaginable ways
which is why your gifts are so important today and for
the future of Lutherhill Ministries. Make a gift and invest
in restoring the ministry and help Lutherhill thrive for
years to come. Read more about the And We Will Giving
Appeal at lutherhill.org.
At the end of every worship, campers of all ages respond
with the bonus chorus AND WE WILL. We know that WE
WILL overcome this current struggle and prepare
Lutherhill for the future. And We Will… continue
together in this journey with hope for the future.
Ways to Give:
Give a Gift Online
Make a Pledge Online
or use the Pledge Form
Gifts may also be mailed to:
Lutherhill Ministries
P.O. Box 99
La Grange, TX 78945
Questions? Please contact Anne Liddle
at anne@lutherhill.org.
Spring Family Retreat
Lost that spring in your step? Need a reminder of what’s
important? Retreat to the Hill for a weekend of rest and
renewal with your family. Invest in your family, create
new friendships and revel in God’s creation. We will
explore God’s invitation to sabbath for as individual and
as a family with us. Because everyone needs time for rest
and play.

Group Type: Families of All Ages
Camp Dates: April 9 – 11, 2021
Cost:
$90 per Adult
$60 per Child, ages 4 – 12
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TITHELY ONLINE GIVING
Mobile Giving: Scan the QR Code to
the right with your smartphone’s
camera or go to your App Store and
install the official ELCA app “ELCA
giving tool by tithe.ly”
Online Giving: Go to St. Paul’s
website: www.stpaulsbaytown.org Click on the
“Give” link to create an account. Now you can give
from any tablet or computer.
Questions/Concerns: contact Kim Holle

Church Council 2021
Donna Reavis:
John Schlobohm:
Kim Holle:
Angie Ash:

Members at Large
Susan Clanton
Rosie Haas
Becky Linsenbardt
Kurt Migl
Natalie Seymour
Birdie Torberson
Stan White
Sandra McGee

President
Vice President/In-Outreach
Treasurer
Secretary
Worship & Music
Property Comm. Liaison
Education/Youth & Family

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ELCA
712 Schilling Avenue, Baytown, TX 77520
Tel (281)422-9333
stpaulssecretary@comcast.net
www.stpaulsbaytown.org
STAFF:
Rev. Nancy Simpson, Pastor
Rick Falconi, Director of Music Ministries
Jada Hylton, Director of Office Ministries

FOOD PANTRY News Our pantry is open
as a drive thru pantry only. Every Thursday from
9am-11am
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Baytown, TX
Council Retreat
February 13, 2021

Members Present: Donna Reavis, Pastor Nancy Simpson, Kim Holle, Susan Clanton, Kurt Migl, Rosie Haas, Stan White,
Becky Linsenbardt, Birdie Torberson, Natalie Seymour, Sandra McGee, Angie Ash, Members Absent: John Schlobohm
The Retreat commenced at 9:03 AM with prayer led by Pastor Nancy. Donna Reavis welcomed all.
Stan white MOVED, Birdie Torberson seconded, to approve the Minutes of the February 9, 2020 council Meeting/Board
Retreat. Motion carried.
Donna
• Council reviewed the Red Book information. They were asked to contact Jada with any personal information changes.
• Council responsibilities were reviewed.
• Donna noted that the goal of the council this year is to come together safely with ideas and brain storming.
• Property Report and Worship and Music Report were reviewed.
Pastor Nancy
• noted information regarding the Busy Bee Mobile Health Clinic, a group that would like to set up a mobile unit on our
parking lot once a month to serve individuals who need medical attention.
• After a show of hands, there was no majority approval on the Busy Bee Mobile Health Clinic. Council requested that Pr.
Nancy email information to them on mobile health clinics.
• Dr. Foye, MD, would like to rent the parking lot to do free Covid testing in a mobile pod. This request was tabled for
more
information.
• Reported Jada needs technology support in the church office. Debbie Gillespie and Sylvia Perry have been asked to help.
• Church remains a safe haven.
• Property keys are locked up. If you need a key, contact Jada.
• Resource list of community help and phone numbers will be updated.
• Healthy Leadership discussed. (Stay non-anxious/care for yourself, if you have a red flag in your gut, tell someone about
it)
• Bell practice was okayed by Council for 9:45 Sunday mornings.
Kim Holle
• Reviewed the monthly financial reports. It was noted St. Paul’s needs approximately $20,000 a month to operate. Income
exceeded expenses in the amount of $728.66 for the month of January. Susan MOVED, Sandra McGee seconded, to
approve the financial report as presented. Motion carried.
• In 2021 we will emphasize East Wing repairs and the Luther Hill giving campaign
The meeting closed with prayer and was adjourned at 11:05. Background checks were completed and pictures taken.
The March Council Meeting will be held March 11 at 6:30 PM in the Music/Library room.
Respectfully submitted,
Angie Ash, Secretary

YMCA Spring Break
The YMCA will be using our Fellowship Hall for the
week of Spring Break:
March 8th—12th from 7am-6:30pm

Give praise and glory to our wonderful God, whose ways and commands are revealed to us with clarity and who is merciful
and gracious with us when we stray from them.

