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Greetings in Christ’s peace,
Every year the congregations of our synod send lay and clergy voting members to our annual Texas/Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod Assembly.
Highlights from the assembly included worship, learning, business sessions, speakers, and fellowship. The assembly was hybrid (in-person at First
Lutheran Church in Galveston and virtual through the Whova app.) Mary Schlobohm and I attended virtually as voting members of St. Paul’s.
The theme was “Reboot” with the main Bible passage – Hebrews 10:23-25:

“ Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who was promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one
another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.”
Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, Elizabeth Eaton and Interim Vice-President Carlos Peña attended in-person, along with our synodical Bishop Mike
Rinehart. Bishop Eaton spoke about God doing a new thing; “new life has already begun.” Bishop Mike talked about every congregation being
a “church planter.” Congregations have come out of the pandemic with an increase in online worship and an explosion of food pantries. The
synod has a $100,000 goal this year in an appeal for reduction of seminary debt for current and future leaders. By the 2 nd day of the assembly,
$62,672 had been raised toward the goal. Guest presenters were Rev. Joe and Deacon Jess Liles who planted a Lutheran church called
“Neighborhood Church” in Bentonville, Arkansas. They teach congregations what they have learned about being creative, flexible, and experiential in this time of digital reformation in the church, along with developing a church vision that reflects the new hybrid worship that is scalable
(you can grow it with the church), portable (people can take it with them), memorable, and repeatable.
Synod Budget for 2023 was voted on and approved at $1,388,000 ($20,000 increase over 2022). The bulk of synod money (87%) comes from
congregations.
Elected 7 members to Synod Council, 7 members to Consultation Committee, and 5 members to the Discipline Committee. They were installed
by Bishop Eaton.
Our Companion synods are the Central African Republic (ELC-CAR) and Peru.
Lutherhill Ministries has renamed Zion Retreat Center in Galveston as “Lutherhill Galveston.” There is also Camp Lutherhill in LaGrange, Texas
where in August they will break ground on 3 new cabins. They have a campership endowment so that every camper is subsidized. The theme this
year at Camp Lutherhill is “Come as you Are” with the first Sunday of Camp being Sunday, June 12. The assembly voted and approved the Board
members for Camp Lutherhill.
2023 Compensation Guidelines for Pastors was increased by 1.46% for rural congregations (approx.. $87/month) and increased by 2.73% for urban and suburban churches which is approximately $180/month. Voted on and approved.
Resolutions, voted on and passed. Synopsis:
Mental Health Resolution: synod to form a mental health committee to study and make recommendations to synod council regarding
options, opportunities, and resources to address mental health of rostered leaders and congregations.
Reconciling in Christ Resolution: synod will begin a year long process of discerning whether to become a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) synod.
This designates welcome to LGBTQIA persons and families.
Justice, Advocacy and Caring for Creation Education Resolution: directs the synod council to urge ELCA Church Council Exec. Committee
to advocate for the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act and encourage congregations to utilize resources on carbon pricing
basics.
ELCA World Hunger – in 2021 received the highest amount of financial gifts in the history of the ELCA.
Big Dream Grants – begun by the ELCA this year.
Campus Ministry – We heard from campus ministry pastors serving Rice University,
Texas A&M, Blinn College, and Texas Lutheran University, and Univ. of Houston. TLU is expanding their accelerated Nursing program to a site in
northwest Houston, to open in Fall 2022.
Synod Live On Grant – earnings have gone over 1 million and are primarily used for seminarian scholarships.
Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest – Lizbeth Johnson provides free of charge service to help you become a Legacy Giver, as you plan to
leave a legacy gift to your church with tax savings.
Even though this is only a brief and partial review of the 2-day Synod Assembly, it was a privilege and honor for Mary and I to attend virtually. It is
a great feeling to participate with congregations from all over our synod in worship and service of the church.
Blessings in Christ Jesus,
Pastor Nancy
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Birthdays
2 – Drew Bruner
2 – Reneé Simons
8 - St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (79 yrs.)
9 – Kyle Stevens
10 – Karen Guthmiller
10 – Reagan Perry
11 – Helen Fojt
11 – Donna Reavis
15 – Gretchen Bruner
17 – Dave Reavis
20 - Brooks Bruner
20 – Kim Holle
24 – Susan Clanton
24 - Melody Rein
26 – Taylar Carter
26 – Justin Stevens
28 – Glena Pfennig

Baptismal Anniversaries
1 – Sherry White
11 – Michelle Fojt-Barnes
18 - Gregg Simpson
22 – Stefan Abmayr
25 – Carly Baldwin
27 – Millie Baxter
28 – Jon Pfennig
30 – Blake Simons

Wedding Anniversaries
6—Dalton & Tori Rein
8—James & Sandra McGee
9—Mike & Kristen Stephens
9—Matt & Robyn Soileau
11—Steve & Becky Rouyer
12—Monty & Michelle Barnes
17—Reagan & Sylvia Perry
20—Clarke & Joyce Crizer
24—John & Mary Schlobohm
27—Alex & Dorian Edwards
29—Darren & Natalie Seymour
29—Ben & Elaine Vircant
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Thank You’s
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Thank you to Ian Gillespie, Hoya Ash, and Kurt
Migl for the lawn maintenance
To Rosie Haas for keeping our flower beds
looking great
To Bubba Gonzalez, Julius Charles and Stan
White for taking the trash to the curb
Beehive Florist for the fresh floral arrangements
for worship
To John Schlobohm for making the pens for our
college graduates
To Dave Hylton for making the briskets for our
Food Pantry Volunteer Appreciation luncheon
and Steve Sobchak for making some delicious
desserts
To our Food Pantry volunteers for all their hard
work. We couldn’t do it without you!

Pentecost Sunday
June 5th, Wear Red

And suddenly from heaven there
came a sound like the rush of a
violent wind, and it
filled the entire
house where
they were sitting.
Divided tongues of fire
appeared among them ...

New Member Sunday
On Sunday June 5th we will welcome Fran LaDoux
into our church family. Please stay for the reception
after worship and give Fran a warm welcome.
Fran is a native of Texas, born in Cleveland.
She has three daughters and five
grandchildren.
Fran LaDoux
846 San Jacinto Circle
Baytown, TX 77521
832-695-3031
fladoux@comcast.net
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Healing Service

“The Chosen”
Study Group

with the laying on of hands
and anointing with oil.
Sunday, June 19th

Wednesdays June 8— 29, 10:30am in the Parlor
We will watch and discuss Season 1 of The Chosen, a television
drama based on the life of Jesus of Nazareth and his disciples.
Jesus and his disciples are portrayed as down-to-earth,
relatable people: Jesus has a believable sense of humor and
the disciples are seriously yet lovably flawed.

Bowling is right up my alley!
Join us for family bowling

Max Bowl
Sunday June 12th at noon
720 Ward Rd. in Baytown
The lanes are reserved and at no cost to you and your
friends/family (6 per lane). You are responsible for the cost of
shoes and lunch at Max Bowl's Bar & Grill. Please sign up on
the sheet in the Fellowship Hall so we know how many lanes
to reserve. If you don't get a strike, spare me!

www.noaa.gov

HURRICANE SEASON
June 1st-November 30th

Be Prepared!

Forecasters at NOAA’s Climate
Prediction Center are predicting
above-average hurricane activity this year.
For the 2022 Atlantic hurricane season, NOAA is forecasting:
• 14 to 21 named storms
• 6 to 10 of them could become hurricanes
• including 3 to 6 major hurricanes (category 3, 4 or 5)

Free Pill Containers
(for vitamins/medicines):
In preparation for hurricane
season, be prepared! There
are pill containers in the
Fellowship Hall for you to take
home. They were donated to
us and free of charge. Please
take what you need.

Become a
72 Hour Lutheran
go to our church website
for a check list of items
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Adopt-A-Spot
We will have our first clean-up on Saturday, June 25th at the Sterling Library in Baytown
from 9am-12pm. There is a signup sheet in the Fellowship Hall along with a liability release form.
Please sign the form and give to Beverly Tomsic.
The Adopt-A-Spot program provides an opportunity for us to show pride in our community by
providing litter reduction and the beautification of our assigned spot.
As an Adopter we will receive positive publicity for St. Paul’s and gain valuable community
service experience. This is a two-year investment and we must clean up our spot (Sterling Library
area) a minimum of 4 times per year. For more information
please talk with Beverly Tomsic at church or send her an
email. beverlytomsic@gmail.com
For just as the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without works is also dead. James 2:26

On a Mission from God
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of he Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything that I have commanded you.” —Matthew 28:19-20
Sometimes being a disciple isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. It sounds so noble:
Go into all the world, baptizing, teaching, and making new disciples.
But sometimes the people don’t like us. Sometimes they don’t believe us.
Sometimes they are downright hostile. Sometimes they call us names.
Sometimes all we’ve got to show for days of hard mission work is blisters and
sore muscles– or a lousy tunic. Whether the results are fast or slow, whether
our efforts are rewarded nor not, God calls us to share the good news and
bring the message of Jesus wherever we go. God, help me to be a bold
witness for you. Amen.

The Funny Shape of Faith, Augsburg Fortress

1ST SUNDAY ZOOMERS
Teenagers are encouraged to Zoom
with Jada Hylton and Pastor Nancy on
the first Sunday of every month at
12:30pm. You will
get a Zoom
invitation in your
email. We hope to
see you there on
June 5th.

YMCA Discovery Camp @ St. Paul’s
June 1st—August 5th, Monday-Friday
7am-6:30pm, ages: 5-15
$75 per week. (financial assistance available)
REGISTER: YMCAHOUSTON.ORG/SUMMER-CAMP
or contact Shannon Allen at
Shannon.allen@ymcahouston.org / 979-465-9016
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Thank you to the Association of Postal Carriers for their annual Food Drive to
“Stamp Out Hunger”. Our pantry received 2 truck loads full of food.

The Ladies/ Spring Luncheon at
El Toro was well attended.

Thank you to Eddie and Debbie Bakemeier for the use of their trailer.
Picking up our order from the Hearts and Hands of Baytown was a breeze!

The Lion’s Club of Baytown blessed our Food Pantry with a $400 check!

Golden Group celebrated May
birthdays: Rosie Kotalik, Clarke
Crizer, Michelle Fojt-Barnres
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Monthly Committee Meeting Schedule

Tithely Online Giving

1st Sunday—Property
2nd Sunday—Educ./Youth & Family @ 9:45
3rd Sunday—Worship & Music
4th Sunday—Inreach/Outreach

Scan the QR Code with your smartphone’s
camera to give online. Or go to:
www.stpaulsbaytown.org Click on the “Give”
link to create an account. Now you can give
anywhere from any tablet or computer.

All committee meetings begin at 11:45am
Everyone is welcome to attend!

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Baytown, TX
Council Meeting
May 12, 2022
Members Present: Donna Reavis, Pastor Nancy, Kim Holle, Rosie Haas, Clarke Crizer, Sandra McGee, Ian Gillespie,
Beverly Tomsic, Becky Linsenbardt, Natalie Seymour, Angie Ash
Members Absent: Kurt Migl, Susan Clanton
The May 12, 2022 Council meeting was called to order by President Donna Reavis at 6:25 PM. Pastor Nancy led the
group in the opening prayer and devotion.
Faith Story Natalie Seymour presented her faith story.
APRIL 10, 2022 MINUTES
Beverly Tomsic MOVED, Ian Gillespie seconded, to approve the Minutes of the April 10, 2022, Council meeting.
Motion carried with two spelling errors to be corrected.
PASTOR’S REPORT
• New member classes will be held May 22 and May 29, both at 11:45 AM.
• The Fellowship Hall has been reserved on May 14 from 11 AM – 8 PM.
• The Chosen study group meets Wednesdays at 10:30 AM. Pastor leads a Bible and background prep followed
by a movie and discussion.
• Attended a Zoom meeting with Donna Reavis, Susan Clanton, and Sarah Christoffel, Account Manager of Right
Now Media. This is a Bible based video media library serving to equip the church. Videos can be accessed
with smart phones, tablets, or computers. Monthly subscription is $79.99. Kim Holle MOVED, Sandra McGee
seconded that we pass on participation in the program as it is not in our budget at this time. Motion carried.
• Attended Zoom meeting with Evan Moilan, Donna Reavis, Ian Gillespie, and Susan Clanton re: “Stewardship for
all Seasons.” A second program “Building Cultures of Generosity” is also available. Council will make no
decision until more information is received about the programs.
• Pastor requested that if you are aware of low numbers of church supplies in the kitchen, please let Jada know.
• $1,200 had been budgeted for the Synod Assembly. Since Pastor and Mary Schlobohm will attend by Zoom,
those funds will not be used. Ian Gillespie MOVED, Clarke Crizer seconded that St. Paul’s make a $400 donation
to the Synod Assembly. Motion carried.
•

Discussion was held regarding St. Paul’s credit cards and those who require them for church purchases. Natalie
Seymour MOVED, Sandra McGee seconded, that Ian Gillespie be approved to receive a new St. Paul’s credit
card with a limit of no more than $5,000, through Texas First Bank, Motion carried. Clarke Crizer MOVED, Rosie
Haas seconded, that the number of St. Paul’s credit cards be limited to three, with Jada Hylton, Ian Gillespie,
and Kim Holle as authorized users. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
• The YMCA summer camp at St. Paul’s will be held May 31 – August 5.
• St. Paul’s Funeral Policy will be discussed at the June Council Meeting.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Kim Holle presented the Treasurers Report, reporting that expenses exceeded income in the amount of $2,811.59 for
the month of April. She reported there were no unusual expenses, however payroll taxes were paid during the
month. Beverly Tomsic MOVED, Sandra McGee seconded, to approve the report as presented. Motion carried.

WHERE WE ARE FINANCIALLY

General Fund Income YTD
General Fund Expenses YTD

55,810.76
(58,142.36)
(2,331.60)

April
Monthly Activity
16,685.29
(19,496.88)
(2,811.59)

72,496.05
(77,639.24)
(5,143.19)

2022 BUDGET - $249,713.00
$20.809.42 Needed Monthly to Meet Expenses
$4,802.17 Needed Weekly to Meet Expenses

FINANCIAL REPORTS ARE POSTED ON THE BULLETIN BOARD IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
BLUE BOOK REVIEW
Council reviewed the Blue Book calendar.
Committee Reports –
Worship & Music
Property
Inreach/Outreach
• Lorrie Andrews is the new Chairperson for the Inreach/Outreach Committee.
• Retirement milestone will be celebrated June 12.
• Plans continue for the “Adopt A Spot” activity to pick up trash in an area in Baytown with
Beverly Tomsic as coordinator. We have been approved to clean the area around Sterling
Municipal Library as our volunteer location. More information will be forwarded in the near
future.
Youth & Family/Education
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Angie Ash, Secretary

Golden Group Activities
Bus Trip: Wednesday, June 1st
bus leaves St. Paul’s at 8am
Tour of Tomball, Texas. $8
Lunch at Pecos Grilling Co.
Luncheon: Tuesday, June 21st
Kelley’s Country Cookin’ @ 11:30am
7011 Spencer Hwy, Pasadena
Text or email Lorrie for more info:
281-382-9770
landrews1124@gmail.com

Prayer Shawl & Hospital
Blanket Blessing
Sunday, June 26th
If you know of someone in need of a prayer
shawl please come to the church office.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ELCA
712 Schilling Avenue, Baytown, TX 77520
Tel (281)422-9333
stpaulssecretary@comcast.net
www.stpaulsbaytown.org
STAFF:
Rev. Nancy Simpson, Pastor
Rick Falconi, Director of Music Ministries
Jada Hylton, Director of Office Ministries

Carnations were given out on Mother’s Day
Congratulations to one of our college graduate.
Jace Seymour, was honored on Sunday, May 15.
He also got sprinkled with Holy Water

