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Hello St. Paul’s and friends of the Church,
It is heartwarming to see how our congregation is strengthened through worship to be Christ’s ministers inside and
outside our facilities. Being prayerful and attentive to God’s Word and God’s love for us in Jesus Christ grounds us
in the faith and keeps us moving in mission, from Baptism on. We are blessed to be able to give and receive as the
Lord desires. It keeps us humble, reminding us life is a gift from God, and we need each other.
I think of those who helped a member of our church during a sudden medical emergency in the sanctuary and the
many prayers that went up to God during that time. I think of those who grow produce in their own yards and bring
their harvest to Church to share with the congregation and the food pantry guests.
I think of the hands who carefully make tiny yarn stitches to create caring crosses and prayers shawls and blankets,
and the hands of those who care for our property, and those hands who hang the paraments in the sanctuary and fill
those tiny Communion cups with wine and grape juice.
Behind the scenes of St. Paul’s Food Pantry, there are orders being placed and food is being picked up, sorted,
weighed, checked in, and organized in order to prepare for the volunteers who will then distribute food. There is a
whole row of volunteers on computers inside the Fellowship Hall on Thursdays who do the intake information with
clients. Our “pantry” which began in the church kitchen closet years ago has, over time, become a food
distribution center. When people call 211 (a United Way help line), they are referred
to St. Paul’s in food crisis situations.
As the YMCA summer camp is at full capacity in our facilities, the bubbling energy
of the kids and the camp counselors leaves a footprint of giving and receiving,
one more sign of God’s love and blessing.
Romans 12:13 Contribute to the needs of the saints;
extend hospitality to strangers.
Love in Christ,
Pastor Nancy Simpson
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Birthdays
1 – Monty Barnes
1 – Stan White
6 – Haley Perry
7 – Dorothy Johnston
9 – Michelle Johnston
10 – Kurt Migl
12 – Claire Lucke
20—Eddie Coleson
14 – Beaux Hargrove
19 – Haley Johnston
20- Carrie Parker
25- Leon Busby
28 - Paul Lucke
31– Jerry Reavis

Baptismal Anniversaries
1—Joyce Crizer
1 - Emily McCoy
10 - Carrie Parker
10 - Kristen Stephens
13 - Brian Viereck
13 - James Herrington
16 - Gretchen Bruner
21 - Taylor Christopherson
25 - Jake Fojt
26—Clarke Crizer
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27 - Taylar Carter
30 - Drew Bruner
31 - Karen Elizondo

Betty Ganske- health concerns
Virginia Hackfeld- health concerns
Kevin Johnston– health concerns
Emily McCoy– health concerns

Wedding Anniversaries

Colleen & Ken Peting– health concerns

11 - Gregg & Nancy Simpson
28 - Jake & Helen Fojt
28 - Dennis & Susie Salo
28 - Ken & Colleen Peting
31—Bryan & Amy Hoff

Walter & Doris Rein– hospice
Bob Steffler- healing
Myrtle Viereck– health concerns
Sherry White- healing

Serving Our Country

Thank You

Justin Giese
Kevin Gillespie
Justin Handley
Mitchell Handley
Amy Hoff and family
Shay Kurz
Brandon Locha
Chris Salo and family
Sean, Hannah and Lyle Zarsky

•
•

To Chuck Ohm for keeping our
church grounds so beautiful
To Angie Ash for penning the
First Communion certificates

Address Update
Emily McCoy
Rollingbrook Rehab & Healthcare Ctr.
750 Rollingbrook Dr. Room #101
Baytown, TX 77521

In Our Prayers
Shannon Blue– health concerns
Jean Carson– shut in
Cindy Eschberger- shut-in
Boo Boo Fojt– health concerns

Church Offices & Food Pantry
closed Thursday, July 4th

Church Council 2019
John Schlobohm: President
Donna Reavis: Vice Pres./ (Youth & Family)
Kim Holle:
Treasure
Angie Ash:
Secretary

Monthly Committee Meeting Schedule

Members at Large
Susan Clanton (Worship & Music)
Kevin Johnston (Inreach/Outreach)
Kurt Migl
(Property Comm. Liaison)
Rosie Haas
Birdie Torberson
Ben Vircant
Stan White

4th Sunday—Inreach/Outreach

1st Sunday—Property
2nd Sunday—Ed./Youth & Family
3rd Sunday—Worship & Music

All committee meetings begin at 12pm
Everyone is welcome to attend!

June
Memorials & Honorariums
In Memory of:
Sheri Peco
(sister of Lori Viereck)
Given By:
James & Sandra McGee
Designation:
Capital Improvements
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Education/Youth & Family NEWS
Committee Meeting, Sunday, July 14th at 12pm

Be a Bee-liever

Sunday August 11th
Sunday School & Confirmation
A new season begins at 9:00 a.m.
PLUS!

Backpack Blessing

All of the students, teachers,
bus drivers, lunch ladies and anyone else
involved in education will receive a special blessing
during worship. Students, bring your backpacks to
worship.

Please keep these campers and families in
your prayers as they go experience God's
wonder at Lutherhill this summer.

Jenna Seymour (pictured bottom right) is at
camp as a Program Staff this summer.

PLUS! MORE!

The Reavis family will attend Family Camp
the week of June 30.

Back-to-School Party

Addison Forcier and Cori Stephens will be
attending the week of July 21.

Wave Pool

Sunday, August 11th 6:30-8:30 pm

We have reserved the Eagle Pointe Wave Pool in Mont
Belvieu for a private party. Bring as many friends as
you like and come enjoy time riding the waves or
relaxing by the pool. Admission is $5 per person.

10am – 10:15am

New Driver Blessing

Please let the office know if your
child has recently achieved their
Driver’s Permit or Driver’s
License.

During the summer months kids will jam with
Jesus using a variety of musical
instruments. Meet in the Sunday
School wing. Sessions will be led
by Carly Moreno and Danielle
Smith with help from Lauren
Perry and Drew Bruner.
All kids welcome.
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INREACH/OUTREACH NEWS
Committee Meeting, Sunday, July 7th at 12pm

Women of the ELCA

The Seasons of our Lives

Monthly Luncheon

Adapting to Transitions

Tuesday, July 16th @ 11:30AM
Shogun Restaurant, Garth Rd., Baytown
Signup sheet in Fellowship Hall.

For everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven. (Ecclesiastes 3:1)
When we’re young, we eagerly anticipate each birthday
that moves us closer to adulthood. As we grow into
adulthood, we anticipate the next big transition graduation, job, a love relationship, perhaps marriage,
perhaps having a child.
Some transitions we dread - moving away from friends
and family, the deaths of loved ones, the loss of a mate,
a natural disaster that destroys our community, a
catastrophic illness that changes us into either a care
receiver or a caregiver.

Fallen Warriors Memorial
Fallen Warriors Memorial honors the fallen from Texas
who gave their lives fighting the war against terrorism.

Join us on July 13th as we reflect on God’s presence
through the seasons of our lives, accompanying us as we
adapt and adjust to the inevitable changes that come to
all of us whether we long for them or dread them.

The Golden Group took a trip to the Fallen Warriors Memorial
in Houston. The exhibit was very moving! The paintings were
painted by Jim Winston’s cousin, Ken Pridgeon.
www.fallenwarriorstexas.org

WHEN:

July 13, 2019

TIME:

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

PLACE:

Covenant Lutheran Church – 3785 Barker
Cypress Road, Houston, Texas 77084

College Planning Strategies Workshop

DETAILS:

Explore how we are impacted by changes
and how we can best adapt to them.

COST:

$25.00 (Includes lunch); cash or check to
be paid at event

REGISTER:

Contact Carolyn Green @ 281.635-4793 or
cgreen601@att.net by Monday, July 8 for
lunch head count

LEADER:

Pastor Kathryn Haueisen, retired ELCA
pastor and author of three books on
transitions: Adjusting to a new Community; Adjusting to the loss of a spouse; and
Adjusting to life after a disaster.

Saturday July 13th at 9am w/ refreshments
Location: St. Paul’s Lutheran
Wondering if you’ll be able to help your student finish
college and still retire someday? With guidance from a
college planning expert, you can.

This workshop is designed for parents
with children 8th—12 grade.
Class will be led by
Frank Holder our
Thrivent Financial
Representative.

Change is painful, but nothing is as painful as
staying stuck somewhere you don’t belong.
- Mandy Hale
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St. Paul’s in pictures

Emilia Landry, Kirsten Ellis,
And Cathleen Dunn all
received First Communion in
the month of June.

Great minds think alike!
Sylvia Perry and Jada Hylton
came to church dressed like
twins.

Hurricane season is upon us. You are
encouraged to become a 72 Hour Lutheran, a person
who has enough supplies in their home to meet their
household's basic needs for 72 hours. Being
prepared to take care of your own household allows
you to then reach out and help others. When you
get home today, take a moment to make this a
priority:
Use this checklist for supplies
• Determine escape routes
• Make an evacuation plan for all pets
• Share one out-of-state emergency
contact with all of your family and
friends
• Call your church and be sure your
information is correct
• Know the vulnerability of your home and
the safest areas within it

72 Hour Lutheran Checklist

The YMCA summer camp kids had a visit from Crocodile
Encounter. They brought several animals for show-in-tell.
This turtle is feeling the love.

July 26, 2019
St. Paul’s Lutheran
Food Pantry
Celebrates 7 years of
partnership with the
Houston Food Bank
Our Food Pantry is open
Thursdays from
9am—11am
Many thanks to all the dedicated volunteers
who keep this ministry thriving.

Proper identification
Immunization records
Flashlight/Batteries
Battery operated and NOAA weather radio
Fully charged cell phone
A traditional (not cordless) telephone set
Cash (with small bills)
Extra keys
Tools - keep a set with you during the storm
Vehicle fuel tank (kept filled)
Pet care items, including drinking water
Stock up on non-perishable supplies
One gallon of water per
person per day
Snack foods
Cooking tools
Non-electric can opener
Fuel, oil for generators, chainsaws, etc.
Paper plates and plastic utensils
First-aid kit
Medicines, Prescriptions
Toiletries, hygiene items, moist wipes
Weather/news apps downloaded to devices
Tarps
Bug repellant
Duct tape
BBQ, camp stove, or other method of heating food
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Getting to Know You!
Ben Vircant
Born on August 6,
1943 at Buffalo, NY
I grew up in Garfield
Heights, Ohio a
suburb of
Cleveland, Ohio.

Natalie Seymour
Where were you born?
Houston, Texas
Where did you grow
up? Austin, Texas

My mother (step
mother) although I
do not like to use the
word "step.” I feel
anyone can bring a child into the world, but the true
mother is the one who raises that child! Father had a
business of repairing industrial sewing machines.

What did your parents
do for a living?
My dad was a CPA
and my mom was a
teacher.

I didn’t do much for fun, as we (my twin sister and
brother) were raised by strict parents.

What did/do you do for a living?
I am a 6th grade math teacher.

I ran a gas station for about 17 1/2 years, sold
furniture in Ohio, and then in Baytown, Texas at
the San Jacinto Mall. Then retired from there.
I am a veteran of the United States Airforce.

Married and any children?
I have been married for 28 years to Darren Seymour.
We have two children. Jace is 20 and Jenna is 17.

I am presently married to Elaine and no biological
children. I do have a step daughter and step son,
Michelle and Robert. Remember I consider them as
my children because I hate the word "step.”
We moved to Baytown in 1987 and have been a
member of St. Paul's ever since. What brought us to
St. Paul's I believe was the friendliness and close-knit
family as we seem to be. My favorite hymn is "Jesus
Loves Me.” Of course there are several other hymns
that would need a lot of space to mention.
I think that the most important thing is that God has
given us all special gifts, such as singing, business
ethics, organization ethics, and other gifts that we
could use. Not of course mentioning playing Santa
Claus (St. Nick). As mentioned in God's word; the
body (the church) has many members each being
useful in its own right. I guess I could go on and on,
but you get the drift.

What did you do for fun as a child?
Play with neighborhood kids, tumble, play sports

How long have you been a member at St. Paul’s?
I think I’ve been a member at St Paul’s for about 10
years.
What is your favorite thing about St. Paul’s?
I love the people that attend. I enjoy playing the
handbells and the sermon messages.
What is your favorite hymn? Borning Cry
What would you like to share with us about
yourself?
I love my family and am very proud of them.
I am so glad that my children have been able to grow
up in such a caring, loving, faithful environment.

The Epistle

July 2019
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Baytown, TX
Council Meeting
June 13, 2019

Members Present: John Schlobohm, Pastor Nancy, Kim Holle, Susan Clanton, Angie Ash, Birdie Torberson, Stan White, Ben Vircant,
Kurt Migl, Rosie Haas, Kevin Johnston
Members Absent: Donna Reavis
The June 13, 2019, Council meeting was called to order by President John Schlobohm at 6:32PM. Pastor Nancy led the group in the opening prayer and devotion.
MAY MINUTES
Susan Clanton MOVED, Birdie Torberson seconded, to approve the Minutes of the May 9, 2019 Council meeting. Motion carried.
PASTOR’S REPORT
• Pastor Nancy reported that the new Servant Keeper computer system is working well. This system enables more effective input of
congregational information.
• New member classes will be scheduled soon.
• The YMCA Summer Day Camp is being held at St. Paul’s from June 3 – August 9. There are currently 24 children in the program.
The Y is reimbursing St. Paul’s $1,000 per week for usage of the building.
• The last day for donations to Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in Dannebrog, Nebraska, is June 9. Donations to date total $3,000 as well
as a $250 Thrivent Grant to be used as part of the donation.
• Angie Ash MOVED, Stan White seconded, that Council approve an additional $750 from the YMCA income to donate to
Our Saviour’s. Motion carried. This would bring the total monetary contribution to $4,000.
• Discussion was held regarding the outside cross. More information will be gathered.
• TREASURER’S REPORT
Treasurer Kim Holle reviewed Treasurer’s Report for May. She reported that expenses exceeded income in the amount of $109.44 for the
month of May. However, during this time, lighting in the fellowship hall was replaced at a cost of approximately $1,200.
After comparing insurance costs and coverage, Kim reported that we will continue with the insurance we currently have.
RED BOOK REVIEW
Council reviewed the Red Book calendar.
OLD BUSINESS
As reported in Pastor Nancy’s report, the YMCA summer camp program
has 24 attendees, with more expected. It is the only summer camp in
Baytown, and is extremely successful.

PROPERTY NEWS
Committee Meeting, Sunday, July 7 at 12pm

WORSHIP & MUSIC NEWS
Committee Meeting Sunday July 21st at 12pm

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Worship & Music
EASY SUMMER GUITAR CLASSES Held immediately
• Susan Clanton reported that the sanctuary choir will take a break
after Sunday worship. We have a guitar
during the summer months. The Worship and Music Committee
if you don’t have one. Please meet at the
would appreciate hearing from any soloists who would like to
piano in the Sanctuary.
perform during these months.
• Carly Hylton Moreno has organized a JAM (Jesus and Music) program for children on Sunday mornings from 10:00 – 10:15.
Property
• Kurt Migl reported that a small leak in the men’s restroom will be repaired.
• Kurt continues to gather needed information for the outside cross.
Youth & Family/Education
• Furniture for the Youth Room will be purchased after the YMCA summer program ends.
• On July 21 there will be a blessing for Cori Stephens and Addison Forcier who will attend camp at Luther Hill. Jenna Seymour will be a
Luther Hill counselor.
• The Back to School Wave Pool party will be August 11 at a cost of $5 per person.
• Rally Day will be August 11.
Inreach/Outreach
• Kevin Johnston reported there are no retirees this year.
• The Food Pantry is appreciative of chicken donations it has received from Kurt’s Kitchen and Chicken Express.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
The July Council meeting will be held July 11.
Respectfully submitted, Angie Ash, Secretary

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church- ELCA
712 Schilling Avenue, Baytown, TX 77520
Tel (281)422-9333 Fax (281)422-3648
Web Site: www.stpaulsbaytown.org
Office Hours: 9:30AM-3:30PM, M-TH
Nursery Open
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday School
9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
STAFF:
Rev. Nancy Simpson, Pastor
Rick Falconi, Director of Music Ministries
Jada Hylton, Director of Office Ministries

St. Paul’s Food Pantry Crew

