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We are never alone
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Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The room was spare and dimly lit. We sat on folding chairs in a circle-young Honduran women and some of us from the ELCA. We had
come to Honduras to observe the work of AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and
Opportunities). This is the ELCA’s strategy to help youth who have been forced to flee their home countries because of violence, abuse,
extortion by gangs and extreme poverty. Amparo is the Spanish word for shelter or refuge.
In this case, AMMPARO partnered with the Lutheran World Federation and the Mennonites to resettle returned migrants– those who had
tried to seek asylum in the United States but had failed or had been denied and deported back to Honduras.
One by one they told us their stories of fear and desperation. Not a one undertook the long and dangerous trek north on a whim. They told
us about the abuse they had suffered, about family members who had been killed by gangs, about the inability to make a living because of
the extortion by organized crime. They talked about the bitter sadness of leaving home and family, and the uncertainty of the future.
I remember one young woman in particular. She was pregnant when she tried to migrate to the United States. She had the baby somewhere
along the way. She was far from home, mostly alone and desperately wanted her mother to be with her. None of this is what she had hoped
for when she was growing up. Circumstances beyond her control had forced her into this new and strange existence. She and her baby were
now back in Honduras-but not at home. Home was too dangerous.
Remember last Christmas? Remember all of the preparations, the travel to be with family? Remember the holy beauty of the Christmas Eve
liturgy and receiving Christ’s grace and forgiveness at this table? The shopping and Christmas caroling? The in-person gatherings? All that
had changed.
The pandemic hasn’t forced us from our homes, sheltering in place, isolated. Not together, but physically distance. Not gathered with
family and friends, but forced apart because of the threat of infection. Forced by circumstances beyond our control into this strange
existence. Oh, there will be Christmas carols piped into grocery stores and other essential services, but they will be painful reminders of
how life used to be.
We are reminded of the experience of the exiles in Babylon: “By the rivers of Babylon-there we sat down and there we wept when we
remembered Zion. On the willows there we hung up our harps. For there our captives asked us for songs, and our tormentors asked for
mirth, saying, ‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion!’ How could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land” (Psalm 137)?
I told the young Honduran woman about another young woman who was forced to leave home because of a government decree. She, too,
was pregnant and made a long and difficult journey. She, too, was far from home and without
her mother when the baby came. She had to find shelter wherever she could. This wasn’t
what she had hoped for when she was growing up. Circumstances beyond her control had
forced her into this new existence.
That young woman was Mary and the child was Jesus. Precisely in our distress, in our
dislocation, the Lord shows up. Emmanuel-God with us– makes his home in the very places
we find foreign or isolating. The young Honduran woman, and all of us, can find hope
because of the birth of Mary’s child. There is no God-forsaken place and we are never alonenot in hospital rooms, or sheltering in place, or Zoom calls or on dangerous roads.
Many of us will not be physically home for Christmas, but we are truly home in Christ.

As seen in the December 2020 issue of Living Lutheran
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Birthdays

Baptismal Anniversaries

4 –Elaine Lucke
4 – Kelly Migl
6—Addison Forcier
6 – Carolyn Smith
10 – Phil Crawford
10 - Gail Salewski
18 – James McGee
23 – Jaime Parker
24 – Tori Rein
24 – Lori Viereck
24 – Laney Cherry
25—Emilia Landry
28 - Megan Hess
29 – Emily Viereck
30 – Robyn Soileau

1 –Anna Maria Chauviere
1–Susan Clanton
1–Phil Crawford
1–Floyd Eickenhorst
1–Sherry Eickenhorst
1– Albert Elizondo
1–Kim Holle
1 –Elaine Lucke
1–James McGee
1 –Natalie Seymour
1–Elaine Vircant
2 -Athena Wooten
8–Tanner Carter
10–Russell Holle
10–Garrett Reavis
10–Justin Reavis
10–Dalton Rein
11–Jaime Parker

11–Peyton Parker
12—Caroline Lucke
17 - Andrew Rouyer
19 - Beaux Hargrove
21–Michelle Johnston
23–Kelly Migl
24–Carly Moreno
26 - Debbie Bakemeier
31–Hoya Ash

Wedding Anniversaries
12 - Don and Elaine Eschberger
25 – Kurt & Kelly Migl
28 – James & Jeanie Herrington

Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm
Closed Monday January 18th

WAYS TO WORSHIP
Sunday Worship is available in a couple of ways: You can come to church and worship (with Holy Communion*) in the
Sanctuary or you can stay at home and watch the service streamed live on St. Paul's Facebook page. A recording of the
streamed service will also be available on YouTube. Sunday School lessons for Adults and children are available on St. Paul’s
website, www.stpaulsbaytown.org.
*HOLY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION in the Sanctuary. The Communion elements (bread and wine) are prepackaged and
inside a zip lock bag. They will be available outside the main church entrance doors to pick up on the way into worship.
Communion takes place in the pews.

ONLINE GIVING

Scan the QR Code on the left
to give your offering online.
Or go to our church website
and click on the give link.

Thank You St. Paul’s
Pastor Nancy, Rick, and Jada would like to thank the
congregation for the Love Offering. Your generosity
and love was much appreciated.

FOOD PANTRY News Our pantry is open
as a drive thru pantry only. Every Thursday from
9am-11am

As many of our Christmas gifts fall into disuse, break, lose their appeal or are regifted, we ask God to remind us of
the gifts and blessings in our lives that give us joy and are lasting — day after day.
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Blessing for a Home at Epiphany
INTRODUCTION
Matthew writes that when the magi saw the shining star stop overhead, they were filled with joy. "On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother” (Matt. 2:10-11). In the home, Christ is met in family and friends, in visitors and
strangers. In the home, faith is shared, nurtured, and put into action. In the home, Christ is welcome.
Epiphany offers an occasion for gathering with friends and family members for a blessing of the home, using the following
as a model. Someone may lead the greeting and blessing, while another person may read the scripture passage. Following
an eastern European tradition, a visual blessing may be inscribed with white chalk above the main door; for example, 20 +
CMB + 21. The numbers change with each new year. The three letters stand for either the ancient Latin blessing Christe
mansionem benedica, which means, "Christ, bless this house," or the legendary names of the magi (Caspar, Melchior, and
Balthasar).

GREETING
May peace be to this house and to all who enter here. By wisdom a house is built and through understanding it is
established; through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. See Proverbs 24:3-4.

READING
As we prepare to ask God's blessing on this household, let us listen to the words of scripture. In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's
only son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. John 1:1-4, 14, 16

INSCRIPTION
This inscription may be made with chalk above the entrance:
20: two thousand
+: Christ, bless this house
The Magi: C (Caspar), M (Melchior), B (Balthasar)
+: and remain with us throughout the new year.

20 + C M B + 21
St. Paul’s
will celebrate
Epiphany
On Sunday
January 3rd

21: and Twenty-one years ago.

PRAYER OF BLESSING
O God, you revealed your Son to all people by the shining light of a star. We pray that you bless this home and all who live
here with your gracious presence. May your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our guide,
your truth our light and your peace our benediction; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Then everyone may walk from room to room, blessing the house with incense or by sprinkling with water, perhaps using a
branch from the Christmas tree.
From sundaysandseasons.com Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress

In the New Year we join all creation in praising God and pray that everything we do and say
reflects God’s glory and wonder-filled love.
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Faithful Resilience: A Study on
Climate Resilience for Faith
Communities

A 6-PART GUIDE TO BUILDING SPIRITUAL, PHYSICAL, AND SOCIAL CLIMATE
RESILIENCE IN YOUR FAITH COMMUNITY

Tuesdays, January 12 – February 16, 6 p.m., online
Faithful Resilience is a six-part study on climate resilience for faith
communities. The climate crisis has arrived. Faith communities must not
only react, but also prepare. Over the last decade, hurricanes have
intensified, wildfires have burnt stronger, and heat waves have baked our
cities. These events can only be expected to get worse in the next
decades. Most of our faith communities are not ready for these
climate-driven disasters. Yet, the communities who will be most
threatened by climate change also have an opportunity to play a pivotal
role in building resilience in their towns and cities. Whether a faith
community has a large facility, land, social capital, or something else,
those assets can be channeled into building climate resilience in
preparation for the coming physical and spiritual storms of the climate
crisis. Join us for a six-week exploration of how your house of worship/
faith community can become a force for climate resilience for your
community.

Winter Coats

Love Network is in need of new or
gently used warm coats, sweaters,
jackets and blankets. Children’s
items are especially needed.
If you would like to donate a coat
please call or email letting them
know you have a donation. Please
do not drop the coats off at church.
Love Network of Baytown
206 N. Whiting St.
Baytown, TX 77520
lovenetworkofbaytown@gmail.com
281-422-5683
HOURS: Mon - Thurs 9am - 3pm
Closed Dec. 24—Jan. 3

To learn more/register, see: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/faithfulresilience-a-study-on-climate-resilience-for-faith-communities-tickets-

December Memorials & Honorariums
In Memory of: Virginia Hackfeld
Given By:
Becky Linsenbardt
Designation: General Fund

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ELCA
712 Schilling Avenue, Baytown, TX 77520
Tel (281)422-9333 www.stpaulsbaytown.org
STAFF:
Rev. Nancy Simpson, Pastor
Rick Falconi, Director of Music Ministries
Jada Hylton, Director of Office Ministries

Church Council 2020
John Schlobohm:
Donna Reavis:
Kim Holle:
Angie Ash:

Members at Large
Susan Clanton
Rosie Haas
Becky Linsenbardt
Kurt Migl
Charissa Moffett
Birdie Torberson
Ben Vircant
Stan White

President /Inreach-Outreach
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Worship & Music
Property Comm. Liaison
Education/Youth & Family

Give thanks that God is with us in every situation, disaster, uncertainty and difficulty and that we can trust God’s
promise and reassurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.”
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Please continue to make your offerings to the church.
Even though you may not be able to attend in person, the costs to run the church continue.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Baytown, TX
Council Meeting
December 10, 2020
Members Present: John Schlobohm, Pastor Nancy, Angie Ash, Ben Vircant, Rosie Haas, Donna Reavis, Becky Linsenbardt,
Kim Holle, Susan Clanton, Stan White, Birdie Torberson
Members Absent: Charissa Moffett, Kurt Migl
The meeting was called to order by Chairman John Schlobohm at 6:35 PM via teleconference. Pastor Nancy led the group in the opening
prayer and devotion.
NOVEMBER 12 MEETING MINUTES
Rosie Haas MOVED, Kim Holle seconded, to approve the Minutes of the November 12, 2020, Council Meeting. Motion carried.
NOVEMBER 19 MEETING MINUTES
Stan White MOVED, Birdie Torberson seconded, to approve the Minutes of the November 19, 2020, Council Meeting. Motion carried.
PASTOR’S REPORT
• Baptized Olivia Grace Caroline Garcia on November 22 at St. Paul’s.
• First Communion held November 22 for Adriel Garcia and Sophia Hernandez.
• 2021 Synod Assembly will be virtual.
• 2021 Youth Gathering is postponed until 2022.
• Houston Methodist reports that up to five patients a month need food sustenance.
• Received guidelines from Bishop Mike regarding worship services.
• The church office will be closed at noon December 23 – January 3.
• Jada will be on vacation December 27 – January 4.
• YMCA will be using St. Paul’s building November 23 – 25, December 21-23 and December 28-30

TREASURER’S REPORT

Kim Holle reported that expenses exceeded income in the amount of $ 6,664.79 for the month of November.
Kim also presented the 2021 Proposed Budget of $242,375 which will be presented at the Annual Congregational Meeting for congregation approval. Susan Clanton MOVED, Ben Vircant seconded, to approve the proposed budget as presented. Motion carried.
The proposed budget is up $4,534 due to additional janitorial services required for sanitizing the church.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Property—no report.
Worship and Music—If you would like to purchase a poinsettia for the altar, please let the church know.
Nominating Committee
Charissa Moffett will not be able to serve on Council next year.
Natalie Seymour has agreed to be nominated.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 PM and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Angie Ash, Secretary

2021 Church Council
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
John Schlobohm and Donna Reavis

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Will be held Sunday, January 31, 2021 immediately
after the worship service in the Sanctuary.
Annual Reports are due January 10th
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Mary Schlobohm has retired after 35 years of
working in Texas State Service (A&M and UTMB)
Plans after retirement:
Work part time maybe at a nursery or florist or
graphic design store or community college, rest of
the time, my 30 hobbies.

Lauren Perry got her Learner’s Permit! Way
to go Lauren!

Principe de Paz Iglesia Luterana
(Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Pasadena
Sharing of St. Paul’s Food Pantry

