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On Christmas Eve there always comes a time when everything is finally still. After all the preparations and
Christmas pageants, after all of the rushing, it’s wonderful just to settle into the stillness and have a chance
to think about the miracle of Advent and Christmas.
For me that came after the 11 o’clock candlelight service and after going home. With my husband and children
in bed, I could think and settle into that stillness and marvel at the miracle that had happened.
We know that God is up to something. We long for peace, and sure enough, God comes in the form of a
helpless baby in a wooden manger. In that stillness, I think of another time when we are waiting and longing.
It’s at the Easter vigil, when, by tradition, we feel that at the very stroke of midnight Christ was
raised from the dead. This helpless man on a cross now becomes the risen Lord.

I hope and pray, dear church, that in this season of Advent and Christmas you will find time for stillness,

find time to sense the expectation and the longing, but also to celebrate the miracle of God’s love that
has come to us in the form of a tiny baby who grows to be a human being who gives his life for us,
that we might have life.
Merry Christmas, dear church.

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
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Birthdays
4 –Elaine Lucke
4 – Kelly Migl
6—Addison Forcier
6 – Carolyn Smith
10 – Phil Crawford
10 - Gail Salewski
18 – James McGee
23 – Jaime Parker
24 – Tori Rein
24 – Lori Viereck
24 – Laney Cherry
25—Emilia Landry
28 - Megan Hess
29 – Virginia Hackfeld
29 – Emily Viereck
30 – Robyn Soileau

Baptismal Anniversaries
1 –Anna Maria Chauviere
1–Susan Clanton
1–Phil Crawford
1–Floyd Eickenhorst
1–Sherry Eickenhorst
1–Kim Holle
1 –Elaine Lucke
1–James McGee
1 –Natalie Seymour
1–Elaine Vircant
2 -Athena Wooten
8–Tanner Carter
10–Russell Holle
10–Garrett Reavis
10–Justin Reavis

10–Dalton Rein
11–Jaime Parker
11–Peyton Parker
12—Caroline Lucke
17 - Andrew Rouyer
19 - Beaux Hargrove
21–Michelle Johnston
23–Kelly Migl
24–Carly Moreno
26 - Debbie Bakemeier
31–Hoya Ash

Boo Boo Fojt– health concerns
Betty Ganske- health concerns
Virginia Hackfeld- health concerns
Jan Lorfing– health concerns
Emily McCoy– health concerns
Colleen & Ken Peting– health concerns
Doris Rein– health concerns
Regina Rein—health concerns
Gail Salewski– health concerns
Bob Steffler- healing
Sherry White- healing

Thank You’s
In Sympathy

•

Shannon Eileen Blue
June 24, 1975—December 16, 2019

•

Wedding Anniversaries

•

12 - Don and Elaine Eschberger
25 – Kurt & Kelly Migl
28 – James & Jeanie Herrington

•
•

Serving Our Country
Kevin Gillespie, Justin Handley,
Mitchell Handley, Amy Hoff & family,
Shay Kurz, Brandon Locha,
Troy Mahan, Steven Payne,
Chris Salo and family
Hannah Zarsky and family

In Our Prayers

•

•

To Chuck Ohm for keeping our
church grounds so beautiful
To Food Pantry volunteers & all
who donate items to our Food
Pantry
To all who stayed after worship to
decorate the church for Advent
To all who volunteered for the
Breakfast with Santa event
To those who helped with the
Walter Rein Memorial Service
To Angie Ask for penning the New
Member Certificates, Baptism
Certificates, and Sponsor
Certificates
To all who gave Coats for the Love
Network Coat Drive

Church Offices Closed

Wednesday, January 1st
Monty Barnes– healing
Monday, January 20th
The family of Shannon Blue– sympathy
Cindy Eschberger- shut-in

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday January 26th
The Annual Report will be printed and
ready for reading on Sunday, January
12th

Thank You St. Paul’s
Pastor Nancy, Rick, and Jada would like to thank
the congregation for the Love Offering.
Your generosity and love was overwhelming
and much appreciated.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC NEWS
Committee Meeting Sunday Jan. 19th at 11:45am

Education/Youth & Family NEWS
Committee Meeting, Sunday, Jan. 12th at 11:45AM

CELEBRATING EPIPHANY
Sunday, January 5th
King Cakes will be served after
worship. This is the church day
associated with Christ being revealed
to the nations.
The Magi followed the Star and found Jesus—
the Christ-Child and they worshipped him.
Baby Jesus is hidden in the cakes. The tradition is if
you find Jesus in your piece of cake, you provide the
king cakes next year on Epiphany.
Those who found a baby Jesus in 2019: Rip Clanton,
Dorothy Johnston, Karen Elizondo, Ken Peting, and
Juanita Carmen.

Caesar Rincon was baptized on December 1, 2019

PROPERTY NEWS
Committee Meeting, Sunday Jan. 5th at 11:45am
HELP ST. PAUL’S ENSURE WE KEEP OUR PROPERTY
SECURE:
• All lights out and doors secure after every use of
the facilities.
• Close the gate when leaving
• Report any property repairs needed
• Ensure kitchen is cleaned thoroughly, all trash
bagged and put in containers (do not put bags of
trash out loose, as this attracts the wrong types
of visitors)

Youth Skit: John the Baptist
Readers/Villagers: Cori Stephens, Addison Forcier
John the Baptist: Emilia Landry
Soldier: Gavin Parker
Tax Collectors: Kirsten Ellis, Allie Stephens
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INREACH/OUTREACH NEWS
Committee Meeting, Sunday, Jan. 26th at 11:45AM

Monthly Luncheon @ Shogun, Mont Belvieu
Tuesday, January 21th @ 11:30am
Signup sheet in Fellowship Hall.
All people 50 and over
are invited.
Need more info?
Contact Lorrie:
landrews1124@gmail.com

FOOD PANTRY
KICK-OFF
February 2nd The youth will be
standing at the back of the
church to receive loose change as you exit after the
worship service. All money collected will benefit St.
Paul’s Food Pantry.

Save the Dates!
50th+ Wedding Anniversary
Milestone
Sunday, February 9th
We honor couples who have or will
be celebrating their 50th anniversary this year.
Cake and punch reception following worship.

CHILI COOK-OFF Sunday,
February 16th after worship
Bring your chili in a crockpot.
Each crockpot will be assigned a
number. The congregation will
taste all the entries then vote on
their favorite. If you don’t want
to make chili bring a side dish or dessert.
Signup sheets will be in the Fellowship Hall.
Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place.
In case of a tie, the entry numbers will be placed in
a hat and a winner will be drawn.
COLORING CONTEST
for the KIDS! All ages welcome to enter.
Bring your family and friends!

Gary Kruse, Ian Gillespie, Debbie Gillespie,
and Jada Hylton
The Bike Club had their first bike ride! They started
at the bike trail entrance by El Toro on Decker Dr.
and rode all the way to the Baytown Marina and
back. 7 miles in total. Their next bike ride is
scheduled for Saturday, January 11th at 10am
starting at the same place. Everyone is welcome!

LADIES BUNCO!
The next Bunco gathering will take
place Wednesday, January 29th,
6:30pm at St. Paul’s. Jada Hylton is
the hostess.
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Breakfast with Santa
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Getting to Know You
Beverly Tomsic
I was born on May 18, 1946 in Bethlehem, PA. I stayed in the Bethlehem area until
1975, when my (then) husband and I and our two children moved to
Houston.
I was raised by a single mother who only had an eighth grade education. She spent her
entire life working as a seamstress in a manufacturing mill making nightgowns.
Needless to say I got a lot of PJ’s and nightgowns for Christmas.
I had three older brothers, but the youngest was 11 years older than I was, so we were
not close as children. As a child, we also lived in an area where there were no other
children to play with so I spent a lot of my time reading. I was to happy when my
mother came home with an Encyclopedia Britannica. I read every volume cover to
cover. My childhood is probably why I enjoy reading so much now. My fondest memories were the summers I spent on my
Aunt’s farm. She had one horse—no I didn’t ride it, it was a work horse with a big body and big feet. She also had one cow.
I fed it, but I didn’t have to milk it. She also had an outhouse. I was ecstatic when she got indoor plumbing. The best part of
the farm for me, was walking down to the spring house—a tiny cubicle made of concrete blocks that enclosed a small pond.
On hot summer days I could go there, take the cup off the ledge, and shoo the frog away so I could get some of the coldest,
best tasting water I ever had. Now, I don’t even want to think of the contaminants that went into my body as a child, but it
was pure bliss at the time.
I have had many jobs over my lifetime. I was a draftsperson, which I loved because it brought out the creative side of me.
I had been a realtor for a short time. But I got my license at the time when the market was not moving and I didn’t like
starving, so I moved on. The job I loved and hated and made me depressed all at the same time was my eleven years
working as a caseworker for Children’s Protective Services. I also worked as a nurse for one year, but, unfortunately,
that didn’t work out. However, while I was in nursing school at UTMB I was part of a medical team that went to Nicaragua
and I got to help deliver a baby while I was there. It was a wonderful experience. Now I am working for Goose Creek CISD as
a receptionist/clerk in the HR department. When I am not at the HR desk I’m at the main entrance desk. In any case I am
the one you have to go through to get anywhere in the building—so be nice to me.
I was married for 25 years before my husband decided that was long enough. But I came out of it with the best part of the
bargain. I have two wonderful sons that I am very proud of and two fantastic grandchildren.
I’ve been a member of St. Paul’s since 2009, but had been attending for about a year prior to that. No one realized I was not
a member until I was asked to be on Church Council. The reason no one knew was because I jumped in with both feet when I
first started attending. I had volunteered for Altar Guild and Usher before I was a member. So, I’m glad that Church Council
needed me or I still might not be a member.
My favorite thing about St. Paul's is that when I walk into the Sanctuary a sense of peace and calm comes over me, and with
my hectic life I need that. The people are also fantastic. We are the friendliest, most caring Christians I know. There are a
lot of hymns we sing and I say, “I really like this song,” but I couldn’t tell you the name of any of them. However, if I have to
actually name one I’ll say “Amazing Grace.”
Some interesting facts about me: I lived in Panama, Canal Zone, where my oldest child was born. I also lived in Pattaya,
Thailand for six month, which is a beautiful country with beautiful people. I actually learned to speak a little Thai while I was
there. And I didn’t mind riding the Tuk-Tuks into Bangkok. I love to travel, take pictures, make hand-crafted greeting card
and one day, when I have time, I will get to finish my doll house and decorate it.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Baytown, TX
Council Meeting
December 12, 2019

Members Present: Pastor Nancy, John Schlobohm, Kurt Migl, Donna Reavis, Angie Ash, Ben Vircant, Stan White, Birdie Torberson,
Rosie Haas
Members Absent: Kim Holle, Susan Clanton
The meeting was called to order by Chairman John Schlobohm at 6:27 PM. Pastor Nancy led the group in the opening prayer and devotion.
NOVEMBER MINUTES
Birdie Torberson MOVED, Ben Vircant seconded, to approve the Minutes of the November 14, 2019 Council meeting. Motion carried.
PASTOR’S REPORT
• Pastor Nancy, Ian Gillespie, and Susan Clanton will be members of the Constitution Edit Team.
• Advent services continue on December 18 at 6:45 PM.
• YMCA attendance is down to 9. Scholarships for three children who were attending ended and they cannot afford to attend.
• Pastor Nancy attended the Coastal Bay Conference at First Lutheran, Galveston on December 10. She is researching grants following
information she received at the conference.
• The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be December 24 at 6PM.
• Pastor Nancy will be on vacation December 25 – January 4.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer’s Report was distributed. Kim Holle reviewed the report via telephone. She reported that expenses exceeded income in the
amount of $6,745.76. Donna Reavis MOVED, Ben Vircant seconded to approve the Treasurers Report. The 2020 budget was reviewed.
Ben Vircant MOVED, Stan White seconded to approved the budget as presented. Motion carried.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
Jon and Glenna Pfennig have transferred their membership to a church in Austin where they have permanently relocated. They have asked
to be listed as associate members of St. Paul’s.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Donna Reavis, Nominating Committee Chairperson, reported that Birdie Torberson will stay on the council for another term. In addition,
Becky Linsenbardt and Charissa Moffett have agreed to serve.

RED BOOK REVIEW
The Council reviewed the Red Book calendar.
• Annual Congregation Meeting January 26 immediately after worship
• Council Retreat Saturday, February 8 from approx 8:00 – 1:00.
• There will be no Thursday Council meeting in February.
• Chili Cook-off – February 16
• Lee College Basketball game – February 29
• Food Pantry Offering – February 2
• 50th Wedding Anniversary recognition – February 9
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Worship & Music
• Poinsettias will be available for purchase for the Christmas Eve service for
$10.00.
• Walter Rein memorial service held December 7. Lunch was served
• Plans for Advent services and Christmas Eve services were reviewed
Property
• Kurt Migl is waiting on an estimate for repairs to the Food Pantry wing.
John hopes to bring information to the congregational meeting.
Youth & Family/Education
• Donna Reavis reported that the youth will go ice skating on December 30
at 6:00 at the Baytown Town Square rink.
• The recent bowling outing was a success.
• A church-wide bowling/laser tag event is scheduled for January 26 after
the Congregational Meeting at the Baytown Bowling lanes.
Inreach/Outreach
• BREAKFAST WITH SANTA AND THE CHRISTMAN TRAIN was a
success with approximately 200 guests attending.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30PM and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Angie Ash, Secretary

Monthly Committee Meeting Schedule
1st Sunday—Property
2nd Sunday—Ed./Youth & Family
3rd Sunday—Worship & Music
4th Sunday—Inreach/Outreach
All committee meetings begin at 12pm
Everyone is welcome to attend!
Church Council 2019
John Schlobohm: President /Inreach-Outreach
Donna Reavis:
Vice Pres/Edu/Youth & Family
Kim Holle:
Treasure
Angie Ash:
Secretary
Members at Large
Susan Clanton Worship & Music
Kurt Migl
Property Comm. Liaison
Rosie Haas
Birdie Torberson
Ben Vircant
Stan White

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
712 Schilling Avenue, Baytown, TX 77520
Tel (281)422-9333 Fax (281)422-3648
Web Site: www.stpaulsbaytown.org
Office Hours: 9:30AM-3:30PM, M-TH
Nursery Open
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday School
9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

give

STAFF:
Rev. Nancy Simpson, Pastor
Rick Falconi, Director of Music Ministries
Jada Hylton, Director of Office Ministries

ELCA
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

5 Spiritual New Year’s Resolutions
The best resolutions are elastic—they cannot be broken with a single act. If you swear never to
touch red meat, one burger ruins the resolution. If, on the other hand, you pledge to eat
healthier food, each day you have a chance to fulfil resolution anew. Below are five elastic
spiritual resolutions that can carry you throughout the year.
1. Engage with people more than pixels.
Looking at a phone is quick and undemanding. Texting is easier than talking —it gives you
intimacy without danger. This year, resolve to spend more time looking into someone ’s eyes
when you communicate with them. Make a promise of presence.
2. Take your soul seriously.
It is easy to pretend that what we watch and how we speak have no effects on us. But the constant pounding of hatreds and
dehumanization that marks so much of our media have consequences for our character. Part of who you are is the sum of the
influences you choose: what you watch, who you associate with, how you speak about others both publicly and privately.
You only get one soul; don’t squander it in things unworthy of its majesty.
3. Increase your kindness.
If you wish to feel kind, do something good. The great secret of moral growth is that it often begins from the outside. Rathe r
than your joy leading you to smile, your smile can lead you to joy. Behave generously even when you do not feel like it and t he
habit will grow as will your innate quality of kindness. Do it.
4. Choose someone to forgive.
All of us have legitimate grievances in our lives. Some people are very hard to forgive but you need not begin with the
toughest cases. Small acts of grace will grow. Choose a place to begin. The more you forgive, the less the world can injure y ou;
forgiveness is a soft shield for your soul.
5. In forgiving, include yourself.
Fight against perfectionism. Leave a dropped stitch in the knitting of your life. There will always be more possibilities to get
something wrong than to get it right. Allow yourself the latitude of mistakes, without self -punishing. God is supposed to be
perfect, not human beings. Have expectations of yourself, but don ’t enforce them with a hammer.
The New Year is coming. So here is your chance to live purposefully. Resolutions of the spirit come down to one thing:
in this New Year, grow.
www.time.com

