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Advent and Christmas Greetings,

When you come to worship in-person or participate online, you will notice the sanctuary is beautifully decorated
with the color of Advent blue. It is the color of hope in the church. It’s ethereal and heavenly, and yet it’s earthy
like ocean and sky. Heaven and earth touch in Christ Jesus. Our hope renews as we remember God sent his Son to
us as a babe -the Christ child- as salvation for the world. Our hope anticipates the risen Christ coming again in glory
with his angels at the end of time. Advent means “coming” and it is a time to pause and be hopeful for the many
graces and abundant life of Christ who comes to us daily.
This season of Advent we will have Wednesday devotions online for you to pray along and sing along with all your
heart. Sunday Advent services are offered in-person and online.
The birth of Christ our Savior will be celebrated in-person with Holy Communion on Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 at
5 p.m. and 7 p.m. to allow for enough seating and maintain our healthy practice of physical distancing of
worshippers (6’ apart and every other pew). Please make reservations for these services by calling the church
office.
The Lessons and Carols worship service for Sunday, Dec. 29 will be online only. There will not be in-person worship
that morning. Members of the congregation are recorded reading the Bible lessons and a Christmas carol follows
each reading for you to sing along.
Amidst all of life’s challenges, we are people of hope, joined to Christ by grace through faith. A hopeful Advent and
Merry Christmas to you and your families!

Onward by faith,
Pastor Nancy Simpson
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Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

Thank You’s

1—Mary Schlobohm
2—Angie Ash
3—Millie Baxter
3—Anna Maria Chauviere
4—Betty Ganske
6—Stefan Abmayr
8—Krista Hargrove
8— Bailey Stevens
8— Billy Stevens
9—Rip Clanton
12—Robert Steffler
12—Kurstyn Clarke
14—Carly Moreno
16—Justin Reavis
20—Cody Herrington
22—Elaine Eschberger
23—Caroline Lucke
24—Jace Seymour
25—Jesus Christ
26—Amy Andrews
27—Albert Elizondo
29—Hannah Zarsky

17—Ed & Debbie Bakemeier
20—Albert & Karen Elizondo
26—Rob & Kyla Johnston
29—Phil & Mildred Crawford

•

Serving Our Country

•

Baptismal Anniversaries
1—Willy Salewski
7—Kevin Johnston
9—Kaitlin Migl
10—Kyle Stevens
10—Bailey Stevens
10—Billy Stevens
12—Nancy Simpson
27—Cindy Eschberger
27—Debbie Gillespie
30– Adrianne Stevens
31– Betty Ganske

Kevin Gillespie, Justin Handley,
Mitchell Handley,
Amy Hoff and family,
Shay Kurz, Brandon Locha,
Troy Mahan,
Steven Payne, Chris Salo and family,
Blake Simons, Hannah Zarsky and
family

In Our Prayers
Cindy Eschberger- shut-in
Boo Boo Fojt– health concerns
Betty Ganske- health concerns
Jan Lorfing– health concerns
Colleen & Ken Peting– health concerns
Doris Rein– health concerns
Regina Rein—health concerns
Gail Salewski– health concerns
Bob Steffler- healing
Sherry White- healing

Baptism
Olivia Grace Caroline Garcia
Baptized: November 22, 2020
Parents: Elizabeth & Bogar
Garcia

PSALM A DAY CHALLENGE
We are reading a Psalm a day. By December 6th you
should have read up to Psalm 150.

•

•
•

To all who donate food and/or
volunteer their time with the
Food Pantry
To David Hylton for replacing the
faucet in the Sacristy Room.
Rosie Haas and Debbie and Ian
Gillespie for cleaning up the
flower beds around the Bell
Tower
To Ben Vircant for volunteering
in the office
To Bee Hive Florist for donating
floral arrangements for worship
services

Church Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9am-3pm
Closed 12/24/20—1/3/21
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Ordering Poinsettias
20 white poinsettias are available for $10 each in honor/memory/celebration of loved ones. They will beautify
our Sanctuary at Christmas time. Please email or call the church office to reserve your poinsettia along with the
dedication info as soon as possible. Payment can be mailed in or dropped in the offering plate on Sunday morning. You may take your poinsettias home after the Christmas Eve worship service you are attending.

Tune In to Midweek Advent Devotions
December 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd there will be a midweek Advent devotion posted on
Facebook and YouTube. You can find links to both of these on our church website. We will
not be meeting in person for these devotions.

Christmas Eve Services with Holy Communion
On December 24th there will be two Christmas Eve Services in the Sanctuary: One at 5pm and 7pm.
You must call or email the church office to reserve a seat(s) for one of the services as soon as possible.
We greatly appreciate your promptness. We will be using glowstick candles during the services.

Lessons & Carols Sunday Online
Sunday, December 27th there will be a pre-recorded service on Facebook and YouTube. You can find links to
both of these on our church website. We will not have a morning service in the Sanctuary.

WAYS TO WORSHIP
Sunday Worship is available in a couple of ways: You can come to church and worship (with Holy Communion*) in the
Sanctuary or you can stay at home and watch the service streamed live on St. Paul's Facebook page. A recording of the
streamed service will also be available on YouTube. Sunday School lessons for Adults and children are available on St. Paul’s
website, www.stpaulsbaytown.org.
*HOLY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION in the Sanctuary. The Communion elements (bread and wine) are prepackaged and
inside a zip lock bag. They will be available outside the main church entrance doors to pick up on the way into worship.
Communion takes place in the pews.

FOOD PANTRY News
Our pantry has reopened as a drive thru pantry only.
OPEN
Thurs. Dec. 3rd
9-11am
OPEN
Thurs. Dec. 10th
9-11am
OPEN
Thurs. Dec. 17th
9-11am
CLOSED
Christmas Eve
CLOSED
New Year’s Eve

ONLINE GIVING

Scan the QR Code on the left
to give your offering online.
Or go to our church website
and click on the give link.
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FIRST COMMUNION Adriel Garcia and Sophia Hernandez received First Communion on Christ the King
Sunday, November 22, 2020

Gavin Fojt drives
into the winner’s
circle for the 6-9
Age Group at the
SouthWest Jr.
Dragster Series
At the Alamo City
Motorplex in San
Antonio, TX.

Gavin is the
grandson of Deana
and Boo Boo Fojt.
Way to go Gavin!
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A day of Thanksgiving!

Many thanks to Deana Fojt and friends from
Coldwell Banker for their helping hands and
generous donation of food for our annual

Thanksgiving food distribution at St. Paul’s
Food Pantry. 120 people drove away with a
turkey and fixings for the upcoming holiday.
And thank you to all of our Food Pantry
volunteers for their faithful dedication to this
wonderful ministry. What a blessing!
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Jingle Jangle: A Christmas Journey: A Movie Review and Discussion Guide
By Tracey Breashears Schultz, Bishop’s Associate for Leadership
Nov 29, 2020 | Connections
Jingle Jangle was released on Netflix (November 13), and it has received a (Rotten Tomatoes) critics’ score of 95%.

I was intrigued by the trailer I saw on social media, both because the colors and costumes were bright and bold, and
because the cast is beautifully diverse. I watched the 2-hour-2-minute film over the course of a couple evenings.
Although the story does seem to drag at points, and although not every musical number is sung as well as the next,
this is a wonderful story that reminded me of a blend of A Christmas Carol, Mary Poppins, and The Greatest
Showman.
The movie is about a great inventor, Jeronicus Jangle, whose shop, Jangles and Things, is known for its wonder and
magic, but it all comes to a great and sad halt when Jeronicus’ apprentice, Gustafson, steals his plans and uses them
to become the “greatest” toy maker around. As if the betrayal weren’t enough, Jeronicus’ beloved wife dies, and the
grief nearly ruins him. He cannot invent as he used to, and he ends up turning his once-incredible inventor’s studio
into a pawn shop. Jeronicus stands to lose even his pawn shop, by Christmas, if he does not come up with a new
invention (to pay off his debts), and this seems hopeless, until his granddaughter, Journey, comes to visit him. She,
it turns out, has her grandfather’s gift of invention, and to save this article from spoilers, I’ll say only this: Journey
leads to a happy ending.
I love the way this movie features science and math and that a young black girl saves the day by using her intelligence and these gifts. There is a time or two in the story where toys or inventions won’t work because their makers
don’t believe, and there is an underlying faith message there (at least for me). A theme that runs throughout is
“nothing is impossible,” and we’ve heard that before (Luke 1:37). The songs are really good, but the dances are excellent, and I cannot say enough about the costumes. The show manages to be current and contemporary even while
the actors are wearing petticoats and top hats. Add this to your Christmas viewing list. It’s festive and whimsical
with messages of reconciliation and redemption, and we need more than a little of that right now!
Discussion Questions
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

Jeronicus, Jessica, and Journey have incredible gifts as inventors. What gifts has God given you?
Journey is a unique name that’s just right for Christmas. What Biblical journeys do you think of when you remember the
Christmas story (Luke 2:1-20, Matthew 2:1-12)?
Jeronicus has lots of nicknames (Jerry, Grandpa G), but he wants people to call
him by his real name. Names have meaning. What does the name Jesus mean?
Gustafson betrays Jeronicus by stealing and lying. Can you think of a story of
betrayal from the Bible (Matthew 26:14-16)?
Jeronicus has fallen out of relationship with his daughter, Jessica. She thinks he
stopped loving her, but when the letters he has written to her come spilling out of
the cabinet, she knows her father has never forgotten her. How did you feel when
you saw all those letters? What can that moment teach us about grace?
Jeronicus Jangle had planned to give Gustafson everything he needed to make his
invention work. He could have been famous on his own rather than by stealing.
What’s the lesson about waiting? When, in the church calendar, do we focus on
waiting? What are we waiting for?
Buddy 3000 works because of his gears and switches but also because his maker
believes in him. Is it more important that we believe in our Maker or that our
Maker believes in us, or both?
What black-owned business or family-owned shop or restaurant can you support
this Christmas?
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Please continue to make your offerings to the church.
Even though you may not be able to attend in person, the costs to run the church
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Baytown, TX
Council Meeting
November 12, 2020
Members Present: John Schlobohm, Pastor Nancy, Angie Ash, Ben Vircant, Rosie Haas, Donna Reavis, Becky Linsenbardt,
Kim Holle, Susan Clanton, Kurt Migl, Birdie Torberson
Members Absent: Charissa Moffett, Stan White
The meeting was called to order by Chairman John Schlobohm at 6:33 PM via teleconference.
OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES
Becky Linsenbardt MOVED, Donna Reavis seconded, to approve the Minutes of the October 8, 2020, Council Meeting. Motion carried.
PASTOR’S REPORT
• Final First Communion class will be held November 13 for Sophia Hernandez and Adriel Garcia.
• Confirmation classes for Cathleen Mahan and Kirsten Ellis continue. Emilie Landry has completed her classes.
• Presided at funeral services for St. Paul’s member Virginia Hackfeld on October 29.
• Prayers for Pets, 80+ birthday milestones and All Saints were recognized during worship.
• 100+ turkey give away will take place on Thursday, November 19.
• Chancel flowers are donated by Bee Hive Florist every week.
• Church office hours are Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
• YMCA has requested the use of the church facilities they use from 7:00 AM – 6:30 PM on November 23-25, December 21 – 23 and
December 28 – 30.
• The Annual Congregational Meeting will be January 31 immediately after worship.
TREASURER’S REPORT
• Kim Holle reported that expenses exceeded income in the amount of $ 2,692.50 for the month of October.
• With the changing of St. Paul’s bank accounts to Texas First Bank, it is necessary to open a new credit card account.
• Donna Reavis MOVED, Ben Vircant seconded, to authorize Kim Holle to open a credit card account with Texas First Bank with the
authorized users being Kim Holle, Jada Hylton and Jake Fojt. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Property
• A water leak in the sacristy was found and is being repaired.
• Kurt MOVED, Angie Ash seconded, to approve $517 per month for weekly cleaning and sanitizing of the church. Motion
carried.
• Kurt reported water damage to the north side of the porch where the roof is sagging. Estimated repair costs - $2,900.
There is termite damage to the south side of the porch. Estimated cost to remove termites and repair damage - $8,000.
Landscaping Proposal
• John received a proposal to redo the landscaping on the north side of the church which is in need of attention.
Low maintenance plants will be used. This privately funded project will begin immediately upon approval.
Ben Vircant MOVED, Susan Clanton seconded, to approve the proposal as presented. Motion carried.
Worship and Music
• Susan reported: mid-week Advent services will not be in person, but will be available online.
• Christmas Eve service will be in person at 7:00 PM. There will be no children’s program.
• Lessons and carols 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, Dec. 27 will not be in person but pre-recorded and available online.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 PM and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
The December Council meeting will be held December 10.
Respectfully Submitted,
Angie Ash, Secretary

2021 Church Council
NOMINATING COMMITTEE
John Schlobohm and Donna Reavis

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Will be held Sunday, January 31, 2021 immediately
after the worship service in the Sanctuary.
Annual Reports are due January 10th
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Please continue to make your offerings to the church.
Even though we’re not able to attend in person, the costs to run the church continue.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Baytown, TX
Special Council Meeting , November 19, 2020
Members Present: John Schlobohm, Pastor Nancy, Angie Ash, Ben Vircant, Rosie Haas, Donna Reavis, Kim Holle, Susan
Clanton, Stan White, Birdie Torberson Members Absent: Becky Linsenbardt, Charissa Moffett, Kurt Migl
A special meeting of St. Paul’s Council was called to order by Chairman John Schlobohm at 6:40 PM via teleconference.
• Pastor Nancy led the group in the opening prayer.
• John stated that the purpose of the meeting was to decide if we will have two services on Christmas Eve due to Covid19.
After discussing the concerns presented, Kim Holle MOVED, Susan Clanton seconded, that we have two services on
Christmas Eve, with one at 5:00 PM and one at 7:00 PM.
•
•

Ben Vircant MOVED, Birdie Torberson seconded, that info be sent to the congregation asking members to
make a reservation for the 5:00 PM service or the 7:00 PM service. Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 PM and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Angie Ash, Secretary

November Memorials & Honorariums
In Memory of:

Given By:

Designation:

Virginia Hackfeld

Pam Stringer
Niece & Nephews: Nancy, Darrell, & Dean Hackfeld
Families of Virginia Hackfeld:
Kenneth & Gina and Family
Jody & Harvey Raska and Family
Brian & Judy Hackfeld and Family
Norma Hackfeld and Holly
Glena Hackfeld
James & Sandra McGee
James & Sandra McGee

General Fund
General Fund

Ronald Vircant
Shirley Jane Sonnier

General Fund

Capital Improvements
Capital Improvements

(sister of Julius Charles)

Church Council 2020
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ELCA
712 Schilling Avenue, Baytown, TX 77520
Tel (281)422-9333 www.stpaulsbaytown.org
STAFF:
Rev. Nancy Simpson, Pastor
Rick Falconi, Director of Music Ministries
Jada Hylton, Director of Office Ministries

John Schlobohm:
Donna Reavis:
Kim Holle:
Angie Ash:

Members at Large
Susan Clanton
Rosie Haas
Becky Linsenbardt
Kurt Migl
Charissa Moffett
Birdie Torberson
Ben Vircant
Stan White

President /Inreach-Outreach
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Worship & Music
Property Comm. Liaison
Education/Youth & Family

