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It was a beautiful sight to see our church members decorating the sanctuary to begin the Advent season. As soon
as worship service was over, all ages got to it, scurrying around, getting everything done in a team spirit.

Pictures were hung on the walls with Biblical symbols from the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament. White
paraments were taken down from Christ the King Sunday, and royal blue paraments were hung for Advent. Our
hand-made white and gold Chrismons from years ago were carefully unwrapped and hung on green garlands
which swoop across the balcony and the narthex. These Chrismons are ancient symbols for Christ, which sparkle
with beauty and teach the Christian faith.
The Advent wreath was suspended high up in the air with blue candles ready to be lit each Sunday in Advent and
one white Christ candle in the middle is ready to be lit at our Christmas Eve candlelight service. The Nativity
scene was carefully arranged with shepherds, sheep, wisemen, angels, an ox, a donkey, a worn out worker
sleeping, and Joseph and Mary awaiting the arrival of baby Jesus.
We wait for baby Jesus to be brought up the center aisle on Christmas Eve and laid in the manger by a child.
We wait to sing Silent Night with our tiny candles glistening in the pews. We wait and hope, as God acts in God’s
timing, answering prayers, leading the faithful, and giving us his word of love and peace in Christ.
Advent is all about hope. Our hope is in Jesus
Christ who is born to us as the infant Savior and

will come again to judge the living and the dead.
He changes hearts and makes all things new
through His Word and the power of the Holy
Spirit. There is every reason to be hopeful and
full of faith! Prepare the way of the Lord!
Advent and Christmas blessings,
Pastor Nancy
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Birthdays
1 – Mary Schlobohm
2 – Angie Ash
3 – Millie Baxter
3 – Anna Maria Chauviere
4 – Betty Ganske
6 – Stefan Abmayr
8 - Krista Hargrove
8 - Bailey Stevens
8 – Billy Stevens
9 – Rip Clanton
12 – Robert Steffler
12 – Kurstyn Clarke
14 – Carly Hylton
16 – Justin Reavis
20 - Cody Herrington
22 - Elaine Eschberger
22 – Emily McCoy
23 - Caroline Lucke
24 - Jace Seymour
25 – Jesus Christ
26 – Amy Andrews
27 – Albert Elizondo
29 – Hannah Zarsky

Baptismal Anniversaries
1- Willy Salewski
7 – Kevin Johnston
9 – Kaitlin Migl
10 – Kyle Stevens
10 – Bailey Stevens
10 – Billy Stevens
12 – Nancy Simpson
27 – Debbie Gillespie
30 – Adrianne Stevens
31 – Betty Ganske

Wedding Anniversaries
17 – Ed & Debbie Bakemeier
20 – Albert & Karen Elizondo
26 - Rob & Kyla Johnston
29 – Phil & Mildred Crawford

Serving Our Country
Justin Geese, Kevin Gillespie,
Justin Handley, Mitchell Handley,
Amy Hoff and family, Brandon Locha,
Kaylyn Perry, Chris Salo and family,
Cheryl Sisco and family, Kyle Spence,
Sean and Hannah Zarsky

Thank you
•

•

•

In Our Prayers
Charlotte & Leon Busby-support
Cindy Eschberger- shut-in
Boo Boo Fojt- healing
Betty Ganske- health concerns
Barbara Garrett- health concerns
Virginia Hackfeld- health concerns
Emily McCoy- support
Colleen & Ken Peting– health concerns
Donna Reavis- healing
Walter & Doris Rein- health concerns
Bob Steffler- healing
June Tieman- health concerns
Myrtle Viereck– health concerns
Sherry White- healing

•

To Hoya Ash, Chuck Ohm, Steve
Burns and any others who work
keeping our church grounds so
beautiful.
To REL High School Interact Club and
Lee College men’s basketball and
women’s volleyball for collecting
and bringing the canned goods for
our Food Pantry.
To David Andrews, Bubba Gonzales,
Arlen Holle, Hoya Ash, Rip Clanton,
Susan Clanton, and Ian Gillespie for
moving all the office furniture back
into the church offices. It was a big
job! Jada and Pastor Nancy are very
grateful.
To Deana Fojt and her coworkers at
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors for
volunteering at our Food Pantry during our Thanksgiving turkey give
away. And many thanks for all the
wonderful Thanksgiving food items
they donated.

CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED
Dec. 25, 2017- Jan 1, 2018

DECEMBER FOOD PANTRY SCHEDULE
Open 9a.m. - 11 a.m. Open Thursday’s December 7th, 14th, & 21st. Closed December 28th.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC NEWS

INREACH/OUTREACH NEWS

Committee Meeting Sunday, Dec. 17th at 11:45 a.m.

Committee Meeting, Tuesday December 5th at 11

Wednesday Advent
Services of Lament & Hope
December 6th, 13th, and 20th
7:00 p.m.
Held in the Fellowship Hall
Advent is a season of anticipation and longing.
As a lament psalm, Psalm 80 expresses longing for
restoration and renewal. Psalm 80 is the only psalm
appointed sometime during Advent in all three
lectionary cycles, with verse 7 always functioning as
the refrain: “Let your face shine upon us, and we
shall be saved.” This service is based on Psalm 80
and is structured in three main sections: Hear Us,
Heal Us, and Send Us.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
Sunday December 24th
at 5:00 p.m.
There will be have one service. There will not be a
service at 10:30 a.m. We will celebrate the birth of our
Savior with singing, bell ringing, children’s Christmas
program, and candle lighting.

Saturday, December 2nd
9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Eat pancakes, talk with Santa, and ride the
Christmas train. All are welcome. Free!

St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA
Christmas Potluck &
White Elephant Exchange
Sat., December 9th at 11:30 a.m.
Please bring a dish to share
and invite a friend. ($10 limit on gift)

ALL children are invited to participate in the Christmas program
during our Christmas Eve worship
service. The kids will need to arrive early at 4:00pm
so they can get in costume. Talk with Becky
Linsenbardt for more information.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, December 12th at 11:30 a.m.
Gift Exchange $5 limit.
Please bring a side dish to share

re: MIND Depression Bipolar Support
25 Red Poinsettias will be available
for purchase in honor or memory of loved
ones. Be on the look out for a signup
sheet in the Fellowship Hall. You may
take your poinsettias home after the
Christmas Eve worship service.

Thursday evenings at St. Paul’s, 6:30 -8:00 p.m.
Open to the public, all are welcome.

BUNCO! The last Wednesday of each month
6:30-8:30pm.Ladies you’ll enjoy bunco, faith, and fun.
Talk with Renee Napier for more information.
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Education NEWS and
Youth & Family NEWS
No Committee Meeting in December

STUDY GROUPS
ELIZABETH CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY
All women welcome.
Tues., Dec. 8th at 9:30 a.m.
Meet in Fellowship Hall
for Christmas coffee.

SUNDAY SCHOOL For all ages 9 a.m.
Sunday School and Confirmation begins in Song and
Rhythm for Kids in the Sanctuary at 9am with Mr. Rick
and the Sanctuary Choir. The Adult Class will meet in
Conference Room. NO Sunday School on December

24th or 31st.

2018 ELCA YOUTH GATHERING
JUNE 27 - JULY 1 HOUSTON
Every three years, 30,000 high
school youth and their adult
leaders from across the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America gather for a week
of faith formation known as
the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days spent in
interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and
fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged
and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives.

November Memorials/Honorariums
In Memory of
Given By
Designation

Lawrence Lauderdale
Angie & Hoya Ash
Capital Improvements

In Memory of
Given By
Designation

Bobby Phelps (Kim Holle’s father)
Angie & Hoya Ash
Capital Improvements

In Memory of
Given By
Designation

Bobby Phelps
Helen & Jake Fojt
General Fund

In Memory of
Given By
Designation

Bobby Phelps
Glena & Jon Pfennig
Capital Improvements

In Memory of
Given By
Designation

Bobby Phelps
Renee & Chris Napier
General Fund

In Memory of
Given By
Designation

Bobby Phelps
Jada & David Hylton
General Fund

In Memory of
Given By
Designation

Larry Linsenbardt
R. Senesbe
Choir Fund

CHURCH SECURITY
For security reasons the front gate will be closed at 10:45
a.m. Sunday mornings. If you arrive after that time please
ring the buzzer and an usher will let you in.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, January 28, 2018.
Church Council and Committee Chairs please have your
reports sent to the office by January 7, 2018.

REVISED CONSTITUTION
There are copies of the revised constitution in the
Fellowship Hall and online at our website:
www.stpaulsbaytown.org.The revisions will
be voted on at the Annual Congregational
Meeting on January 28, 2018.
Questions: Talk with Debbie Gillespie,
Renee Napier, Kim Holle,
or Pastor Nancy.
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ELCA Future Directions 2025 Goals
Propelled by a commitment to Lutheran traditions and to being a community of faith that is always forming and being
renewed, the ELCA’s presiding bishop, Church Council and Conference of Bishops initiated Called Forward Together in Christ
in late 2015. The process sought to engage the ELCA in conversation about future directions so that the Church Council might
reach decisions that help this church journey faithfully and effectively together in the years ahead.
The five goals
ELCA Future Directions 2025 goals and priority areas for the ELCA as a whole church. These are based in a shared trust and
hope that the future is in God’s hands. And they express what this church has collectively said is important into the future:

1. A thriving church spreading the gospel and deepening faith for all.
2. A church equipping people for their baptismal vocations in the world and this church.
3. An inviting and welcoming church that reflects and embraces the diversity of our communities and the gifts
and opportunities that diversity brings.
4. A visible church deeply committed to working ecumenically and with other people of faith for justice,
peace and reconciliation in communities and around the world.
5. A well-governed, connected and sustainable church.
Within these goals, emphasis areas of congregational vitality and leadership for this church have been identified.
We invite you to learn more and see how you and your congregation can be a part of implementing these important goals.
Together, our congregations, synods and churchwide organization look to the future of this church.
Learn more at: ELCA.org/future.

Thank you REL High School Interact Club and Lee College Men’s Basketball and Women’s Volleyball teams for
collecting and delivering canned goods to our Food Pantry
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How it Works
As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), we believe that God is calling us into the world
– together. And with generous, loving hands, we can make a difference. ELCA Good Gifts is your opportunity to
provide critical support to the ministries and programs that mean the most to you and the
people you love.
1. Choose your gift
Browse and choose the gifts that mean the most to you, or choose gifts to give in honor of
Goat $50
friends and loved ones.
There are three ways to give:
Online ELCA.org/goodgifts
Phone 800-638-3522
Mail Send a check to:
Chicks $10
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Cow $500
2. Get a card
If your gift is in honor of a friend or loved one, it’s easy to tell them about it.
Give online and you may personalize free, printed cards to be sent directly to your loved ones. You may also select
to send the cards to yourself, print them at home, or have them delivered via email. Card options will be available
after checkout. Note: These options are only available when you give online.
3. Where your money goes
The items in the catalog are real examples from projects currently supported through different churchwide
ministries. The projects have been planned by our partners – meaning that each community receives exactly the
kind of support they need and none of what they don’t. Your donation will be used where it is needed most within
the wider category of each gift you’ve selected. (For example, a gift of vaccinations may be used to support other
health care initiatives.) This allows our church to stay adaptive, flexible and effective in the work that we do.

Pig $30
Honey Bees $20

Not your average holiday ham
Give something unexpected this Christmas.
The gift of a pig can help a family
escape hunger and poverty --for good.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Baytown, TX
Council Meeting St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
November 16, 2017

Members present: Debbie Gillespie, Ian Gillespie, Pastor Nancy Simpson, Donna Reavis, John Schlobohm, Kim Holle,
Becky Linsenbardt, Susan Clanton, Kevin Johnston, Angie Ash
Debbie Gillespie presented the devotion. The book review was deferred to a later meeting.
The November Council Meeting was called to order by President Debbie Gillespie at 6:37 PM.
OCTOBER MINUTES
Donna Reavis MOVED, Ian Gillespie seconded, to approve the Minutes of the October 12, 2017,Council meeting as presented.
Motion carried.
PASTOR’S REPORT
• Pastor Nancy reported that Lee College basketball and volleyball players and coaches recently brought food to the Food Pantry, and
plans are that they will make another delivery before Christmas. It has been recommended that St. Paul’s utilize the Lee College Ambassadors to assist as volunteers for various tasks and events. This would help the church and give the students volunteer experience.
Contact Melissa Valencia: 281-425-6240 or mvalencia@lee.edu.
• Council discussed gun policies and church safety in light of the recent church shootings. Kim Holle MOVED, Angie Ash seconded,
that the ushers lock the gate from the parking lot at 10:45 AM on Sunday mornings. Motion carried, with John Schlobohm voting no.
TREASURER’S REPORT
• The October Treasurer’s Report was presented by Kim Holle. Kim reported that income exceeded expenses in the amount of $ 4,324
for the month. Monthly activity included repair of the boiler in the amount of $4,725. $1,200 has been allocated for the 2018 Synod
Assembly. Pastor Nancy will attend, as well as another St. Paul’s member. Kim presented the proposed 2018 St. Paul’s budget for
council review. Susan Clanton MOVED, Kevin Johnston seconded, to approve the report as presented. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS
• YMCA After School Program The After School Program now has eleven students attending. The “Y” owes for invoices for the
months of October and November.
• Boy Scouts John Schlobohm will meet with the Boy Scout reps in early December.
• Constitution Revisions Edits to the Constitution have been made. It will be distributed by both hard copy and email to the
Congregation beginning on or about November 26, with a vote for approval planned at the Annual Congregational Meeting, January
28, 2018. The copies will be available at church.
NEW BUSINESS
• The red book timeline was reviewed.
• Committee Reports –
• Youth & Family/Education Donna Reavis reposted that six individuals will attend the National Youth Gathering. $2,100
has been designated for those to attend.
• Tristanna Ford has indicated that she will no longer be available as a Sunday School teacher.
• Worship & Music Since Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday, there will only be one service on that day at 5:00 PM, with no
morning service. Susan reported that poinsettias will be purchased for the altar area.
• Property John Schlobohm and Ian Gillespie reported that Phase I of the church repair is wrapping up. An estimate of approximately $6,126 has been received from Baytown Flooring for Phase II which includes flooring for the parlor and narthex.
Kim Holle MOVED, Kevin Johnston seconded to approve the funds for Phase II. Motion carried.
• Debbie Gillespie & Susan Clanton will go through outdated records in the archive closet to determine which might be shredded.
Financial records will be kept for the past seven years for tax purposes.
The December St. Paul’s Council meeting will be held Thursday, December 14, at 6:30 PM.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Angie Ash, Secretary

PROPERTY NEWS
Committee Meeting
Sunday, Dec. 3rd at 11:45 a.m.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church- ELCA
712 Schilling Avenue
Baytown, TX 77520
Tel (281)422-9333 Fax (281)422-3648
Web Site: www.stpaulsbaytown.org
Office Hours: 9:30AM-3:30PM, M-TH
Food Pantry - Thursdays 9 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday School
9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Re fo rmati o n 500

Looking Back & Called Forward

STAFF:
Rev. Nancy Simpson, Pastor
Rick Falconi, Director of Music Ministries
Jada Hylton, Director of Office Ministries

Veterans! Thank you for your service!
Dave Reavis, Ken Peting, OJ Lamb, James McGee, Glenroy Harewood, Ben Vircant, David Andrews,
Julius Charles, Gregg Simpson

