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try to imagine what it must have been like on that first Easter morning when there wasn’t the
knowledge of the resurrection. When, instead, it was all about death and disappointment. And I
imagine Mary Magdalene coming to the tomb in order to care for Jesus’ body, to prepare it for burial.
The story was over. The hope was gone. And then someone shows up in the garden, and Mary can’t

recognize him. Thinking that he’s the gardener, she says, “Sir, tell me where you’ve taken the body so that
I may bring it back here.”
Imagine a woman, literally, thinking that she could carry
the deadweight of a man. All of that grief, the
heaviness of that physically as well as spiritually,
and just then Jesus speaks her name. “Mary,” he says,
and her eyes are open. And she can see Jesus because she
has been seen by Jesus. Her name has been called by the
risen Lord, and now she is part of the resurrection story that
happens for all of us in baptism. Jesus has called all of us by
name and knows every one of us. And we too now are
part of the resurrection story. Her mourning was turned into
dancing.
I’m going to leave you with this hymn from our newest
worship resource, All Creation Sings, about the
transformation of Mary’s grief into joy.
Happy Easter, dear Church.

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Woman, Weeping in the Garden
Woman, weeping in the garden,
who has pushed the stone aside?
Who has taken Jesus' body,
Jesus Christ the crucified?
Woman, waiting in the garden,
after men have come and gone,
after angels give their witness,
silently you watch the dawn.
Woman, walking in the garden,
Jesus takes you by surprise;
when the gard'ner calls you, "Mary!"
faith and joy meet in your eyes.
Woman, weeping in the garden,
weep for joy, for you have seen
Jesus, the Messiah, risen;
Christ, of whom the prophets dream.
Woman, dancing from the garden,
find the others and proclaim
Christ is risen as he promised;
tell the world he knew your name!

WATCH VIDEO

Happy Easter, dear Church
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Birthdays
2 – Ruth Blue
3 – Sherry Eickenhorst
4 – Dennis Salo
5 – Gavin Parker
6 – Michelle Fredricks
6 – Darren Seymour
12 – Becky Rouyer
14 – Erin Viereck
18 – Helen Reavis
20 – Ken Peting
23 – Sherry White
25 – Kristen Stephens
26 – Charlotte Busby
26—Caroline Rein
30 – Colleen Peting
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Baptismal Anniversaries

Wedding Anniversaries

1 – Ruth Blue
1 – Jan Lorfing
1 – Colleen Peting
3 – Elizabeth Garcia
5 – Arlen Holle
5 - Boo Boo Fojt
8 – Lorrie Andrews
13 – Emily Viereck
20 – Shawn Landry
21—Luna Moreno
23 – Ian Gillespie
25—Hannah Zarsky
29 – Laney Cherry
29 – Ty Haro

10 – Brian & Lori Viereck
12 – Steve & Millie Baxter
17 – Jake & Jan Lorfing
27 – Kent & Regina Rein

In Loving Memory
Rip Clanton
12/09/1953—03/13/2021
Cindy Eschberger
06/06/1965—03/15/2021
Robert Steffler
12/12/1925—03/15/2021

WAYS TO WORSHIP

Congratulations to Captain Kevin Gillespie

Sunday Worship is available in a couple of ways:
You can come to church and worship (with Holy
Communion*) in the Sanctuary at 10:30am or you
can stay at home and watch the service streamed
live on St. Paul's Facebook page. A recording of the
streamed service will also be available our website
and on YouTube. Sunday School lessons for Adults
and children are available on St. Paul’s website,
www.stpaulsbaytown.org.

who is the incoming National Guard Company
Commander in Wichita Falls, TX. In January, Kevin
was deployed to Washington, DC to be part of the
peacekeeping presence at the President’s Inauguration.
He is currently assigned to Battalion Headquarters in
Ft. Worth, working on
a project to provide
Covid vaccines to
those living in the TX

Panhandle.
*HOLY COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

He continues his full

in the Sanctuary. The Communion elements (bread
and wine) are prepackaged and inside a zip lock bag.
They will be available outside the main church
entrance doors to pick up on the way into worship.
Communion takes place in the pews.

time civilian job at
Maxim Integrated, and
he and his wife Tricia
live in Richardson, TX.

Faithful God, thank you for sights and sounds of life reminding me of your life-giving presence. Amen.
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Maundy Thursday
April 1st at 7:00pm, held in Sanctuary
Maundy Thursday service will include Holy Communion and the stripping of the Altar.

Good Friday
April 2nd at 7:00pm, held in Sanctuary
We are celebrating with an ancient Christian order of worship called Tenebrae (meaning “shadows”).
The Tenebrae service moves from light into darkness, symbolizing the last moments in Jesus’ suffering and death.

Easter Sunday Services
April 4th 8:30am and 10:30am, held in Sanctuary (and streamed live on Facebook and YouTube)
There will be two Easter Services: 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Please call or email the church office to reserve a seat(s) for one of the services as soon as possible.
We greatly appreciate your promptness. Bring fresh flowers to put on the flower cross.
EASTER TREATS- There will not be an Easter Breakfast, Easter Egg Hunt, or Kids’
craft activity this year. We will have individually bagged Easter treats and crafts for
the children to pick up. Please stop by the table outside the sanctuary to get your
goody bag. Happy Easter!

Adult Sunday School
Classes will begin Sunday, April 11th at 9:30am, led by Joyce Crizer.
Please meet in the Music Library at 9:30am.

Golden Group
Luncheon
Luna’s Mexican
Restaurant, Baytown
Tuesday, April 20th
11:30am
Please contact Lorrie by text or email to
reserve your spot. There is also a signup sheet
in the Narthex.
landrews1124@gmail.com
281-382-9770

NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
It is time for a new directory. Soon there will be a
working copy of the new directory on tables in the
Narthex. Please find your name and check all the
information listed. Make all changes necessary.
If the information is all correct please put an “ok” by
your name. If you would like an updated picture for
the directory please see Jada Hylton before or after
church to get your picture taken. You may also
email a picture to stpaulssecretary@comcast.net

Jesus our healer, thank you for living us who are in the world, and for loving us completely. Amen.
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The Way Forward to Legacy Generosity
April webinars to highlight planning for family, ministry
Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest will offer “The Way Forward to Legacy Generosity,” a webinar on legacy
planning for family and ministry. The webinar will be offered at
2 p.m. Sunday April 11
2 p.m. Sunday April 18
10 a.m. Tuesday, April 13
12 p.m. Thursday, April 15

Please sign up for the one that works best for you at Register
This webinar is open to all congregational members to learn more about the foundation’s comprehensive legacy
planning services for family and ministry. The foundation is a partner ministry of the three ELCA synods in Texas
and offers its services at no cost and no obligation.
A congregation member may say, “I like the idea of leaving a gift to my church when I pass away, but I’d like to
know more about how to create a plan for family and ministry.” The church has a dedicated ministry for just this
kind of support through Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest. A gift planner is available in each synod that can
guide you to clarify your goals and objectives in planning. Any congregation member can
establish a robust personal legacy plan with the guidance of the synod gift planner.
Those with existing plans should consider reviewing their plans to make sure they continue
to meet their goals for family and ministry.
All members of ELCA congregations are invited to participate in these webinars. Those who
may have additional questions or need assistance with registration are invited to contact
Dr. Lizbeth Johnson, gift planner for congregations in the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod,
at (713) 775.1595 or lcjohnson@lfsw.org.

Congratulations to
Lauren Perry
She participated in the
Kemah Varsity Tennis
Invitational. She
received 1st place
consolation Girls
Doubles, representing
Sterling High School
Check out that medal!

Great Job Bell Choir! You played beautifully on Palm Sunday

God of new life, walk with me and remind me of your promises today, through Christ. Amen.
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6th Annual Community Flea Market

May 21-22, 2021
Digital Synod Assembly!
2020 was a year of unimaginable challenges:
a pandemic, political divide, unprecedented natural
and man-made disasters, social justice movements,
working, learning, and worshiping from home,
pivoting on a moment’s notice, grief and loss
abounding. Pastor Nancy is representing St. Paul’s
as the Assembly examines the Unimaginable all
around us, reflecting on the year past and forging
a new way forward.
To God—whose power now at work in us can do
immeasurably more than we ask or imagine—to
God be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus
through all generations, world without end! Amen!

Thank you to all who helped with the Flea Market.
TITHELY ONLINE GIVING
Mobile Giving: Scan the QR Code to
the right with your smartphone’s
camera or go to your App Store and
install the official ELCA app “ELCA
giving tool by tithe.ly”
Online Giving: Go to St. Paul’s
website: www.stpaulsbaytown.org Click on the
“Give” link to create an account. Now you can give
from any tablet or computer.
Questions/Concerns: contact Kim Holle

God of new beginnings, thank you for writing me into your
story of love and life, through our risen Lord. Amen.

People sold tickets, bought booths, donated items,
helped set up and clean up and worked at the church's
booth. You are appreciated! With your help we were able
to add $1,522.50 to the general fund. Thank you!

Church Council 2021
Donna Reavis:
John Schlobohm:
Kim Holle:
Angie Ash:

Members at Large
Susan Clanton
Rosie Haas
Becky Linsenbardt
Kurt Migl
Natalie Seymour
Birdie Torberson
Stan White
Sandra McGee

President
Vice President/In-Outreach
Treasurer
Secretary
Worship & Music
Property Comm. Liaison
Education/Youth & Family
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March Memorials & Honorariums
In Memory of:

Given By:

Designation:

Shirley Bapst (mother of Lorrie Andrews)

James & Sandra McGee

General Fund

Volney Robert Hylton Jr. (father of David Hylton)

Jake & Helen Fojt
Becky Linsenbardt

F.P. East Wing Repair
F.P. East Wing Repair

Rip Clanton

Jerry & Helen Reavis
James & Sandra McGee
Jake & Helen Fojt
Ian & Debbie Gillespie
Clarke & Joyce Crizer
Brent Daniel & Rosemary Holm
Hoya & Angie Ash
Rosie Haas
Ruth Blue
Ken & Colleen Peting
Dale & Debbie Reeder
Birdie Torberson
Gretchen Bruner
Becky Linsenbardt
Rob & Kyla Johnston
Arlen & Kim Holle
Abby Duncan
Mary Nell Richardson
David & Jada Hylton

General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
Capital Improvements
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
Capital Improvements
General Fund
General Fund
Worship & Music
F.P. East Wing Repair
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
General Fund
F.P. East Wing Repair

Bob Steffler

James & Sandra McGee
Jake & Helen Fojt

General Fund
General Fund

Cindy Eschberger

James & Sandra McGee
Jake & Helen Fojt
Becky Linsenbardt
Rosie Haas

General Fund
General Fund
F.P. East Wing Repair
Capital Improvements

Larry Linsenbardt

Sandra Sensebe

Worship & Music

Michael Pate

Dale & Debbie Reeder

Worship & Music

God of wonder, help me to see signs of resurrection and new life around me today. Amen.
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Please continue to make your offerings to the church.
Even though you may not be able to attend in person, the costs to run the church continue.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Baytown, TX
Council Meeting , March 11, 2021

Members Present: Donna Reavis, Pastor Nancy Simpson, Rosie Haas, Kim Holle, Angie Ash, Sandra McGee, Natalie Seymour,
Becky Linsenbardt, Birdie Torberson, Stan White, Members Absent: John Schlobohm, Kurt Migl, Susan Clanton
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Donna Reavis 6:25 PM. Pastor Nancy led the group in the opening prayer and devotion.
FEBRUARY 13MEETING/RETREAT MINUTES
Kim Holle MOVED, Stan White seconded, to approve the Minutes of the February 13, 2021,Council Meeting/Retreat. Motion carried.
PASTOR’S REPORT
• Gulf Coast Synod Assembly will be virtual Friday, May 21 – Saturday, May 22. Pastor will attend as clergy voting member.
An additional lay voting member from St. Paul’s is also needed. Registration deadline is April 1.
• First Communion classes for 5th graders and up will be held Fridays - March 12, 19, & 26. Presently, Gavin Parker and Cori Stephens
are scheduled to attend. First Communion will take place on Easter Sunday at the 10:30 service. Confirmation classes continue
Sundays after worship for Cat Mahan and Kirsten Ellis.
• Wednesday Lenten recorded series continue. Holy Week begins March 28. Easter Sunday is April 4.
• Bishop Michael Rinehart was guest preacher on March 7. He toured the areas needing renovation.
• Attended Coastal Bay Conference March 9. Attended Gulf Coast synod pastor seminar March 10. Completed ICPC classes
(International Conference of Police Chaplains) at Baytown Police Academy.
• YMCA at St. Paul’s spring break camp will be held March 8 – 12.
TREASURER’S REPORT
• Kim Holle reported that expenses exceeded income in the amount of $ 9,259.36 for the month of February. This was in part because
of the Sunday services which were cancelled due to weather. In addition property insurance and workman’s comp were paid during
the month.
• Kim suggested, and Birdie Torberson MOVED, seconded by Rosie Haas, that future repair expenses be paid from the Capital
Improvements fund. Motion carried.
• Stan White MOVED, Natalie Seymour seconded to approve the financial reports as presented. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS
• Busy Bee Clinic- Council reviewed the request from Busy Bee Clinic to set up a mobile unit on the church parking lot once a month to
offer medical services to the public. Citing various concerns, Birdie Torberson MOVED, Stan White seconded that we not approve the
parking lot to be used by Busy Bee, but rather suggested they might look into using the LOVE Network parking lot. Motion carried.
• Covid Testing on Parking Lot- Citing the same concerns, Kim Holle MOVED, Sandra McGee seconded, that we not allow the
parking lot to be used for Covid testing. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Property
 Ian and Pastor have submitted a grant request to Tegna and a letter
of inquiry to the Moody foundation for East wing remodeling.
 Busted pipes repaired. Working on sheetrock. Approximate cost
$1,400.
 Receiving estimates for South porch water/termite damage.
More information will be presented by Kurt.
Worship and Music
 Youth & Family/Education will discuss upcoming Sunday school
classes.
 There will be no Easter egg hunt or Easter breakfast.
Stewardship
 We are in need of a Stewardship Committee. At this time there
were no volunteers. Sandra McGee volunteered to present a Temple
Talk to encourage members regarding time, talent, and resources.
RED BOOK REVIEW
The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM and closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Angie Ash, Secretary

Congratulations to the Baytown Police Department
Chaplain Rev. Nancy Simpson for taking the first step
on becoming "Fellow" credentialed as a Law
Enforcement Chaplain through the International
Conference of Police Chaplains (ICPC).
L to R: Rev. Nancy Simpson, Pastor Danny Phillips,
and Pastor Eric Bolenbaucher
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church ELCA
712 Schilling Avenue, Baytown, TX 77520
Tel (281)422-9333
stpaulssecretary@comcast.net
www.stpaulsbaytown.org
STAFF:
Rev. Nancy Simpson, Pastor
Rick Falconi, Director of Music Ministries
Jada Hylton, Director of Office Ministries

Picnic in the Courtyard It was a little rainy and
chilly but everyone had a great time.
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