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O`rsnqôr Odm9   New Year, New life 
 

Happy New Year! Sincerely! Jesus meets us with Godôs presence of grace. Grace brings 

forgiveness for the past, loving acceptance of the present, and hope for the future. Thatôs 

good news. 

 

We know that not all hopes and wishes from 

last New Yearôs were fulfilled. Some things 

went in a MUCH differently than hoped. 

Tension between hopes for, and experiences 

of, the past year will always challenge us to 

greater faith--that God is working for what 

is good, even when itôs not what we wish 

for. 
 

Knowing this, how can we face a new year? 

How do you live without becoming cynical 

about your hopes, or repeatedly duped like 

Charlie Brown, Lucy, and the Football? I 

believe a healthy response to this is 

examining our hopes and where they are 

placed. 
 

The changes we experience in this world 

pose difficulties for human beings who 

resist change. By the time you can say that 

ñthis or thatò has changed, itôs already 

changed again. Itôs hard to ground ourselves 

and our hopes in passing circumstance and 

life conditions. Sometimes, life can seem 

new and uncertain each day. 
 

To people of his time and future 

generations, saint Paul (our congregationôs 

namesake) wrote about ñnewness of lifeò in 

Romans 6, linking it to baptism. He affirms 

the senselessness for anyone to go on living 

in sin (destructive patterns); believers have 

died to that way of life. Then he writes (vs. 

3-4), ñDo you not know that all of us who 

have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? Therefore, we have 

been buried with him by baptism into 

death, so that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 

we too might walk in the newness of life.ò 
 

ñWalkingò is always current, always now. 

It means living. Baptism daily brings the 

grace of God. We can walk in it every day--

New Yearôs Day, and each day of 2012. It 

means that walking and living in ever-new 

grace from God means giving up 

destructive patterns and habits. It means 

replacing old patterns with new ways of 

thinking, doing, and deciding--new ways of 

relating to God and other people. 
 

What ways can we change our relationships 

for the better? Godôs grace is leading us 

forward. Remember your Baptism and its 

meaning; stay connected with Jesus each 

day. The changes will be good. 
 

See you in worship, 
 

Pastor Bill 
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Birthdays 

  4 ï Lee Heselmeyer  

  4-   Elaine Lucke 

  4 ï Kelly Migl 

  6 ï Carolyn Smith  

10 ï Phil Crawford 

11 ï Lauren Kirkland 

12 ï Ivy Crawford 

14 ï Milton Hackfeld 

14 ï James Richardson 

14-   Janelle Zimmerhanzel 

15 ï Beverly Blue 

17 ï Loren Daniel  

17ï Ashlyn White 

18 ï James McGee 

20 ï Brent Daniel 

20 ï Karishma Porbandawala  

21 ï Tonia Dikeman 

23 ï Bill Carson 

22-   Phyllis Chandler 

23 ï Jaime Parker 

24 ï Vernon Caninenberg 

24 ï Lori Viereck 

24 ï Laney Cherry 

27 ï William Martin  

29 ï Virginia Hackfeld 

29 ï C. D. Richardson 

29 ï Emily Viereck 

30 ï Robyn Soileau 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 
  9 ï Andrea & Juan Huerta 

19 ï Allison & John Parker 

25 ï Kelly & Kurt Migl 

28 ï Jeanie & Jim Herrington  

   

 
Transfer 
Robert Simons 
1/4/2012 

 

Baptismal Anniversary 

  1ïAtemsa Lamb 

  1 ïAnna Maria Chauviere 

  1ïFloyd Eickenhorst 

  1ïSherry Eickenhorst 

  1ïBill Carson 

  1ïJean Carson 

  1ïMary McGrew 

  1ïJames McGee 

  1ï Albert Elizondo 

  1ïHelen Fojt 

  1ïSusan Clanton 

  1ïPhil Crawford 

  1ïElaine Vircant 

  1ïPaul Ffrench 

  1ïKim Holle 

  1ïGene Zeiss 

  1ïPam Stringer 

  1ïRay Stringer 

  2ðAthena Wooten 

  8ïTanner Carter 

10ïRussell Holle 

10ïMadison White 

10ïGarrett Reavis 

10ïJustin Reavis 

10ïDalton Rein 

11ïJaime Parker 

11ïPeyton Parker 

12ïBrendon Daniel 

12ðCaroline Lucke 

13ïJared Heselmeyer 

13ïEvan Heselmeyer 

17ïMargaret Streich 

19ïBen Eppley 

21ïMichelle Johnston 

22ïMarguerite Brueck 

23ïKelly Migl 

24ïCarly Hylton 

25ïCharlotte Wooten 

27ïKevin Gillespie 

31ïJames Richardson 

31ïHoya Ash 

Serving Our Country  
Aaron Adams, Alan Lamar Black, Kevin 

Breaux, Michael Giese,  

Paul Gomez, Scott Gubbs,  

Mike Hobbs, Tommy Hooker Jr.,  

Brian Kaman, Zach & Nu Lowry,  

Stephen McWilliams,   

Chris, Koharu, Kylie & Sienna Salo,  

Adam Sanders, Cheryl Zeiss  

Working Away From Home  

Dennis Baxter, Kenneth Baxter 

 

In Our Prayers 
Shannon Blue- health concerns 

Nancy Borgfeldt- kidney concerns 

Alice Bosart ï health concerns 

Bill Carson ï health concerns 

Tonia Christopherson- recovery  

Cindy Eschberger- shut-in 

Linda Eschenburg - Alzheimer's 

Herberta Mask- health concerns 

Emily McCoyï health concerns 

Margaret Streichï health concerns 

June Tieman- health concerns 

Dick & Dorothy Walker- health concerns 

Kathe Wodahl- health concerns 

Sharon Zeissï health concerns 

 

THANK YOU 

¶ To Nick Jarod from EXXON for the 

donation of food to our Pantry. 

¶ Thank you to everyone who  volun-

teered in the Thrift Shop.  

¶ To JACINTO MEDICAL GROUP for 

their donation of food to our food 

bank in memory of Dr.    Caroline 

Johnston 

¶ To the Bread Bakers, Tellers, 

Sound System Technician,  

¶ Committee Members, Choir and 

Bell Choir Members, Prayer Shawl,  

Eucharist Ministers, Card Writers, 

and any volunteers not mentioned 

¶ To Leon Busby, Leon Busby Jr., 

Hoya Ash, Chris Napier, Sandra & 

James McGee, Dennis Salo, Don 

Eschberger and any others who 

work keeping our church grounds 

so beautiful 

¢ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǊŀŘƛŀƴǘΤ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǘƘǊƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ  ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ LǎŀƛŀƘ слΥр 
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I just wanted to extend my thanks to those who 
donated flat twin sheets for the collection we are 

doing for the nurse in Afghanistan.  Because of 

your generosity we were able to add 24 sheets to 

our shipment.  Thank you all so much.  Michelle 

Johnston 
 

A heartfelt thank you to our  family  at St. Paulôs 
for the Love Offering this Christmas.  What a 

blessing.  We are overwhelmed at your generosity.  

Love, Pastor Bill, Rick Falconi , Jada Hylton   
 

Dear Members of St. Paul's Lutheran, 

   Kathleen and I are very grateful to all of your  

expressions of kindness, good wishes, and       

generous gifts given us during the Christmas   

Season.  We are blessed to see God in grace 

working through love among God's people.  May 

the grace of Jesus continue to lead us all, in our 

"highs" and "lows" throughout a New Year of 2012.    

Peace be with you!   --Pastor Bill 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 29th  
The reports will be available for review on  

Sunday, January 15th.  You may pick-up a 

copy in the Narthex, Fellowship Hall or online 

at www.stpaulsbaytown.org.   
 

th¢[¦/Y 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нфǘƘ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ  

Christmas Message 2011 
A message from Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson 

 

ñFor the grace of God has appeared, bring-
ing salvation to all.ò    ˈ Titus 2:11 

Yes In this world where God creates with 

 deep beauty and profound mystery.  
 In this world where so many yearn for 

 Godôs healing and peace. 

 In this world where some have thought  

 God has forsaken us: 
 

Yes Here, in this world, the grace of God has      
 appeared. 

 Not just in this world but for you. 
 

Yes For you, weary from trying to meet the 

 expectations of others. 

 For you, worrying about an uncertain future. 

 For you, wondering if you are worthy. 
 

Yes For you, the grace of God has appeared, 

 bringing salvation. 

 Not just for you but for all. 
 

Yes For all, salvation has come in the wonder of 

 God in mercy bending low to meet us 

 in our humanity. 
 

 In the mystery of Christôs death and  

 resurrection. 

 In the power and promise 

 of the gospelôs proclamation, 
 

 Godôs goodness and loving-kindness has     
 appeared in the Savior Jesus. 
 

 So with angelic messengers and witnessing 
 shepherds, we raise our voices: 
 

 ñGlory to God in the 

 highest heaven 

 and on earth peace 

 among those  

 whom he favors.ò  

 

 
 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you..    Isaiah 60:1 

Congregational  

Meeting 
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Golden Group News 
Monthly lunch will be on January 18th at 11:30 

am @ Lubyôs Cafeteria  

 

Bus trip on January 24th going to Beaumont 

Bus will leave at 8 am.  We will be stopping at the 

Ben J. Rogers Regional Visitation Center.  

A guided tour Spindletop Gladys City Boomtown 

Museum at Lamar University will be 2nd stop.  

The tour takes about 1- 11/2 hours. Then will have 

lunch place to be determined. Following lunch will 

tour Babe Didrikson Zaharias Museum which is 

free. Bus fee is $3.00. Total cost of trip $5.00 + 

lunch 

 

PROPERTY NEWS 
¶ Next Property Team meeting: Sunday       

January 15 after church 

¶ Mark your calendars for Church Work 

Day-Saturday, January 21 (breakfast & 

lunch will be provided).  We will have indoor and 

outdoor tasks to get done.  Join us for a day of 

work and fellowship.  Questions: contact Jake 

Fojt, Wes Wodahl or Rosemary Holm.  All       

Property special funds projects are on-hold due to 

General Fund negative cash flow.  Property Team 

has proposed several cuts to the General Fund 

budget to help get this budget in line with historical 

giving.  

 

Ƌ±Ɩ̃ȡ ì±ŴŴƶʞȡĊĜǺ 
Saturday, January 14th  

7:00am -8:30am.  The men will meet at the 

church first then head over to Bill and Jean  
Carsonôs house to do some handyman work.  
Godôs work, our hands.   

ELCA Good Gifts 

Christmas Food Boxes  

We put together 22 food baskets at Christmas 

time for the needy.  No one in need was turned 

away.   Thank you Kim, Lorrie Beverly T. and 

Jada for all the time and energy you put into this 

outreach.   

 

We have found a replace-

ment for Angel Food. This 

organization offers the same 

great savings on food items.     

Go online and take a look at 

the menu for January. 

www.midamericafoods.com You may place 

your order online or come by the church office.  

The deadline for placing your order is Friday, 

January 20th.  Distribution day is Saturday,  

January 28th at 10am.  

 

FOOD PANTRY WISHLIST 
Our food pantry is in desperate need 

of Peanut Butter, Spaghetti Sauce 

and any protein.   
 

 

FINDING FAITH in Fiction & Film  
will start up a new series this Wednesday     

evening (1/11/2012) at 7:00 p.m. with a viewing 

and discussion of The Help.   The movie is an 

inspirational, courageous and empowering story 

about very different, extraordinary women in the 

1960s South who build an unlikely friendship 

around a secret writing project ð one that 

breaks societyôs rules and puts them all at 

risk. The Help is based on the #1 New York 

Times best selling novel 

by Kathryn Stocett.   

FINDING FAITH in Film 

and Fiction is an OPEN 

group, welcoming all for 

interaction on how faith 

and life intersect in daily 

life.   

[Ŝǘ ƘƛƳ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ƭƛƪŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǿƴ ŬŜƭŘΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ  tǎŀƭƳ тнΥс 

Wow!  St. Paulôs, you 
purchased 37.35 goats.  
I wonder what  .35 of a 
goat looks like...  
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St. Paulôs in pictures 
 

Warm and 

Fuzzy 
Thank you to 

Sylvia Perry and 

all the youth 

who worked 

hard making 

fleece blankets 

for children at 

Texas  

Children's  

hospital.   
 

The blankets 

were  

delivered to 

ȹ±ʬ"ȡ kĊĜŴ|ȉ±Ɩ̃ȡ ĉƶȡǺĜȺ"Ŵ ƶƖ {±l±ƌb±ȉ ̟̠ȉ|˱  

Thank you also to those who donated material.    

 

Santa 

Claus 
Our very own, 

Ben Vircant,  

was Santa Claus 

íƶȉ Ƌ"lʲ̃ȡ {±̘

partment store 

 

Sanctuary Handbell Choir  

Christmas Program  

Alanna Kussman did a     

terrific job narrating.   

Thank you to everyone who      

participated in the program  

 
 

Golden Group  
Trip to the Houston Mounted Police  

Poinsettias  for Centennial Square 


